
VOLUME 38 ISSUE 2 FEBRUARY 2022    

Pastor’s  Note 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

   Pastor Tim Fleener  Associate Pastor Chris Reinford Office Coordinator Bethany Kyper     
   Monday thru Friday  Monday thru Thursday   Monday  thru Friday                                          
   9:00 am—5:00 pm  9:00 am —3:00 pm   8:30 am—12:30 pm 
   Cell:  717-413-5181             Cell:  717-715-6861                       Office: 717-859-2156                
            

February 

The 

Akron 

View 

February is known for the month of love. February 14 is Valentine’s Day, so this is a reminder to 
all of the men don’t forget your special love in your life. God’s love is not focused only on one 
day of the year. John 3:16 “For God so love the world that gave his one and only Son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” God’s love is not static or self-
centered; it reaches out and draws others in. Here God sets the pattern of true love, the basis for 
all love relationships-when you love someone dearly; you are willing to give freely to the point 
of self-sacrifice. God paid dearly with the life of his Son, the highest price he could pay. Jesus 
accepted our punishment, paid the price for our sins, and then offered us the new life that he had 
bought for us. This is the true meaning of love. 
During a trying time in his faith, George Bennard determined to set his eyes upon scripture and 

the cross for clarity and peace. “The Old Rugged Cross” resulted from his resolve. Through the 

ministry of the Salvation Army, Bennard’s heart was turned to the Lord at a young age, and he 

quickly felt called to evangelism. He could not, however, heed the call to ministry yet. When 

Bennard was sixteen, his father died, and Bennard had responsibilities with his family. Years lat-

er, he did get the opportunity and served faithfully as an evangelist with the Salvation Army and 

the Methodist Episcopal Church. As happens with many ministers of the gospel, Bennard experi-

enced some difficulty which led him to stringently focus his mind upon the Cross. When consid-

ering the suffering in his own life and those of Christ on the Cross, Bennard later remembered, “I 

was praying for a full understanding of the Cross…I read and studied and prayed…The Cross of 

Christ became more than a symbol…It was like seeing John 3:16 leave the printed page, take 

form, and act out the meaning of redemption. While watching this scene with my mind’s eye, the 

theme of the song came to me, and with it the melody.” Bennard came to understand that it is on-

ly through God’s love that a hill of execution could become a place of hope, and a bloody wood-

en cross beam “a wondrous beauty.” 

       Continued next page 



 
The best place to find love is not in another person but in a book, the Bible. The Bible tells of 
God’s great love for us. It is found in John 3:16 
 
  For God so loVed the world, 
 
         That He gAve 
 
                                    His only 
 
                                    BegottEn 
 
            SoN  
                                               That whoever 
 
          Believes In Him 
                       Should Not perish 
          But have Everlasting life. 
 

When we share the gospel with others, our love must be like Jesus’-willingly giving up our own 
comfort and security so that others might join us in receiving God’s love. 
 

In God’s love, 
Pastor Tim 



Here are the prayer requests for February 202.  If you have additions or updates 
please contact Pastor Tim or Pastor Chris. We all need prayer and to hold each 
other up before the Lord.  God's blessings to each of you. 

Tom, Monica & Oliver Hess ~ friends of Dave and Dawn Smith. 
Monica  was pregnant and had preeclampsia and had baby Oli-
ver on Monday. He weighs 2 lbs, and he is doing well. He will 
be in the NICU for a long time.  
Jeff Bollinger ~ friend of Fleeners and Oberholtzers. He had 
complications from Covid, and passed away. Prayers for the 
family and friends for this sudden loss.  
Eric Zimmerman ~ Marti Zimmerman's grandson. He has a 
wound that is not healing. He has been getting it treated, but 
he now needs further tests and procedures. Prayers for the 
healing process to begin. 
Mark Mertz ~ Luke Mertz's brother. He is in the hospital with 
blood clots in intestine.  
Maria Ulrich ~ She is having some procedures to get ready for 
heart value replacement surgery in February. Prayers that she 
is a candidate for the surgery and if so, for the surgery to be 
successful.  
Jen Cahill ~ New update ... Mike Cahill's wife. Treatments for stage 4 colon 
cancer. Her cancer has caused one (or more) vertebrae to fracture and the 
splinters are pressing against the spinal cord. She was hospitalized and it 
was determined that surgery is too risky. She was discharged and is now 
home on hospice services. Prayers for comfort.   
Baby Lily Hope ~ New update...Ruby Bean's niece.   Lily Hope is coming 
home this weekend! Prayers for her as she faces a long and unknown jour-
ney, and prayers for good prognosis.  
 Baby Jeremiah Wangolo ~ new update.... nephew of Ruby Bean. He is 
home!   
 
 



 

 
Michelle & Rob Zuccaro ~ Wayne Martin's niece. Their 
house in Colorado burned to the ground. Prayers for them 
and the community as they begin the process of rebuilding. 
Janet Orth ~ Joan and Jane's sister. She is back at nursing 
home and is not in pain. Prayers for comfort.  
Ted Edward ~  Anita's nephew, he is hospitalized and on the 
ventilator. Prayers for improvements for him.  
Bev Miller ~ healing from eye surgery is going well, and her vision is re-
turning.   
Nancy Fry ~ Linda Martin's sister who has cancer. Her cancer has 
spread and she is undergoing chemo. Prayers for healing and recovery.  
Dennis Cassel ~ friend of the Steiners. He needs to have ex-
tensive dental work done before starting chemo.  
Sandy Schlott ~ Prayers for her as she is dealing with health concerns. 
Cleo Weaver ~  She has been feeling better recently. Praise the Lord!  
Trudy Smith  Dave & Dawn Smith's sister-in-law. She has been getting 
cancer treatments, and she is on her last round of chemo. She doing re-
ally well. Praise the Lord! 
Mae & John Mertz ~  John had a mild mini-stroke. He has a few more 
weeks  of physical therapy. He is improving. Mae continues to have pain 
in her back and down her legs. 
Rich Unger ~Prayers of safety and strength so that he doesn't fall. Still 
feeling weak.  
Rick Stover ~ Prayers for recovery from a stroke. He is strengthening 
and he's moving in the right direction for healing.  
Gary Balmer ~ Gwen and Andrea's Uncle.  Prayers for con-
tinued healing and for an effective plan for treatment for 
his tumor.  
Kasey Mathis ~ Andria Mathis' daughter. Kasey continues to struggle, 
so prayers for her to feel better.  
Jerry Balmer ~ Andrea & Gwen's father. Prayers for healing and a good 
treatment plan for his tumor.  



It’s amazing how much has happened so quickly. Next month marks 
two years since a group from the church went to Tampa for a work 
camp. That group was one of the last before everything stopped and 
was shut down. A lot has changed since then. But we managed to 
forge ahead and learn while doing so.  
 
But now what? How do we plan for what’s next? The Nurture Commis-
sion put out a survey to get feedback on Sunday School and find out 
what’s working and what isn’t. I always liked the idea that if you are 
bringing a problem, then bring a possible solution as well. The leader-
ship does what they can to stay on top of things and to be proactive. 
And still things get overlooked. There are still things coming – a lot of 
“behind the scenes” stuff. Some of the mechanicals are aging, so we’re 
finding it necessary to replace things like leaking toilets, furnaces, and 
A/C units. All of the thermostats have been upgraded in an attempt to 
be more efficient. There’s an elusive roof leak that’s been looked at 
multiple times.  
 
I know, all of these things perhaps seem irrelevant to spreading God’s 
light in our community, but unfortunately, they are things that need to 
be addressed. And we have the right people in place to stay on top of 
all of these things so the typical attendee on a Sunday morning has no 
idea there was ever an issue. That’s the goal. But I think sometimes we 
go too far with that. By doing so much behind the scenes, it may seem 
like “we’re not doing anything.” Some days it seems like the work nev-
er stops! 
 
But all of this is to allow us to focus on the future and how we can con-
tinue to be that center of fellowship in God’s love. I’ve said before that 
the building is part of our mission. The Monday night recreation bas-
ketball, the Wednesday Blessings of Hope, Friendly Circle, and many 
other groups that use our facility all benefit from that mission. So if 
you are not a part of all of that, offer your thanks and support to those 
that are. That is the unity that keep us going for these last two years. 
 
Tim Cahill 
Moderator 



Nurture would like to make the congregation aware of the (3) Sunday School class studies 
currently being offered.  These classes are as follows: 
  

1. David C. Cook Bible Study – This class is currently studying “Justice, Law & History”, which includes scripture from 
the Old Testament books of Deuteronomy, Exodus, 2 Samuel, Ezra, Job, Isaiah & Nahum.  This is a quarterly ongoing 
series. The next quarter, which begins in March, is “God Frees and Redeems”, which includes scripture from the Old 
Testament books of Ezra & Deuteronomy and New Testament scripture from Matthew, Romans & Galations.  This 
study is held in both the Truth Seekers and Good Shepherds classes. 
  

2. Elective Study – David Jeremiah’s series on “Where Do We Go From Here”, which is a 10 week study, focusing on 
what God’s word reveals about the days in which we are living & offering hope to believers.  This curriculum is current-
ly being studied by the New Horizons class. 

  

3. Books of the Bible Study – This class studies a specific book of the Bible, in order to gain insight into God’s word. 
They are currently studying the Book of Acts.  This study is offered in the Stepping Stones class. 

  
All classes, except for the Good Shepherds, are held in downstairs classrooms. The Good 
Shepherds class meets in an upstairs classroom. 
  
Nurture encourages participation in one of these classes.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Barb Mertz.  Thank you. 
  

Baby Bottle Boomerang 

The Witness Commission has baby bottles available in the Gathering Area to support Align Life 
Ministry. ALM exists to share the gospel of Jesus and uphold the sacredness of human life through 

sexual integrity education, unplanned pregnancy intervention and post-abortion restoration. 
Please pick up a baby bottle and fill with coins or a check to support this ministry. Bottles are due 
by February 13th. If you are not able to pick up a bottle, please call the church office and one can 

be delivered to you. Donations will give further testimony of your love for God who created each one of us. 
Questions, please reach out to any member of the Witness Commission. 

   

Cornhole Tournament & Chili Cookoff 

 

This event will be on Superbowl Sunday, February 13 following the worship service. 
 

Sign up in the gathering area. Please indicate if you are bringing chili, and the number of peo-
ple in your family that are attending the cookoff. For more information, please reach out to 

Pastor Chris.  



Wednesday Bible Study is on the book of 
Isaiah. 

 
Join in on Wednesdays in-person bible study 

at 10 am or 
Zoom bible study 6 pm  

The quilters are meeting each Tuesday from 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm (sometimes 3pm). 
Location: Come into the lower level at the rear door - go straight back - follow the chatter and laughter! 
No special skills required, we will show you our handi-work!  

Questions, reach out to Betty Brandt & Fay Shirk  

The quilters would like to ask the congregation for donations of sheets, blankets, etc for their projects. Thank you!  

Do you want a night out with your loved one? 

Or bring a friend? 

 

This Valentine's day ACOB event is for you! 

On February 12th, there will be a special evening 

including a catered meal, performance by Pierc-

ing Word, and desserts.  

 

Childcare is provided. Make sure to mark your 

calendars for this fun event.   



Church Giving for January  2022 
   
  

Online Giving 
If you would like to give your offering online, go to our website:  www.akronpacob.org  Click on “Give” 
at the top of the home page.  Fill out the amount and frequency under Donation Information.  If you are 
using an account, you will have clicked on “Log in.”  If you want to create one, click on “Register.”  There 
is also a box for “Comments.”  It’s self explanatory and very easy to use.  It is a secure site. 

Preparing the Way Minis-
tries was January’s   
Mission of the Month 
 
They are having a  
banquet in March, which 
is another way you can 
support this ministry.  



 

 

 

 

ACOB is now a Blessings of Hope distribution location!  

Starting in November, families can pick up boxes of food in the ACOB parking lot.   

Read below for more information about this ministry.  

 

Blessings of Hope is a food bank or a nonprofit food distribution center. Large corporations can efficiently donate 

food to accomplish zero food waste, give back to the community and feed the hungry. Together with staff and 

volunteers, they repackage bulk foods into manageable sizes to empower ministries, churches, disaster relief or-

ganizations, and regional food banks to serve communities through food and the love of Jesus.  

Through Ministry Partnerships, and our Hands of Hope program, they distribute an average of 64,000+ meals per 
day to help fight hunger. An average family box would cost $100 if items were purchased individually at the 
store.  

 

There is a fundraiser going on now for car 
wash tickets. The tickets are for an exterior 
car wash at Mister Car wash in Ephrata. Each 
ticket is $8. Please contact Pastor Chris for 
tickets.   

https://akronpacob.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dbb4d90e4057c098ac29f8398&id=7fafdf8e3a&e=ed69a138f3
https://akronpacob.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dbb4d90e4057c098ac29f8398&id=97e775114f&e=ed69a138f3


MISSIONS OF THE MONTH 
February 2022 

We are extremely thankful for all the Lord has done in marriages in 2021, we are joyfully preparing to 

celebrate Christmas as a family, and we look expectantly to what 2022 has for our family and ministry 

here in Loja, Ecuador! 
 

Thank you for your encouragement, love, and support this last year as we serve marriages here in Ecua-

dor and beyond!  We'd love to share one last update for 2021...  

4 Sessions of MAS en Mi Matrimonio in 2021 
 
27 Couples or singles participated in the online MAS en Mi Matrimonio course  
 
72 Different individuals and couples received counseling  (in-person and online) from 7 Different 
cities in Ecuador as well as 5 other countries  
 
18 Kids from our barrio are attending RUMBO al Éxito (English/homework club) each week 
 
2  Invitations to do radio interviews about having a healthy marriage (a short clip is on 
the station's Facebook page) 

A Quick Overview! 

https://wordpress.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42446cfbe360a38a1e8635765&id=79bf02f952&e=90fb2ff5b9


We want to thank those of you who responded to the library survey recently.  It has been very helpful to us in knowing 
what type of materials would be of use to you. 
 There has been a new set of commentaries added to those that were already in our library.  We also have several books 
that deal with marriage and family.  The desire for Max Lucado books was also mentioned.  We do already have many of 
his books in our library, although none of his recent ones.  
 Several people mentioned that they enjoy Christian fiction.  There are many very interesting ones in our library that 
have never been taken out.  It would be helpful to us if you would let us know what authors you enjoy reading as this is 
definitely one of several sections that needs to be updated. 
 For those of you who mentioned that you would like to see more teaching materials, we would appreciate if you would 
give us some specifics.  
 There were several other genres mentioned that we will look into. 
 If you have specific suggestions, we would appreciate if you would put a note in one of our mailboxes or tell us in per-
son.  We don’t want to be buying books that will not suit your needs.  Also, if you need help in locating certain materials, 
please see one of us , and we will gladly help you locate them. 
 There are a few shelves in the gathering area that have several books featured  on them.  Check it out as we do try to 
frequently change these books. 
  
Thank you, 
Anita Ellenberger 
Rosanne Wiest 

                 Supporting Ephrata Area Social Services Food Bank 

During the next quarter of the new year 2022 (Jan-Mar), we will be collecting the 
following food items:  
Pancake mix and syrup 
Peanut butter and jelly 
Fruit juices and hot chocolate 
Canned vegetables and boxes of instant mashed potatoes 
Tuna/Hamburger Helpers and cans of tuna 
They can be brought to the church any time. There is a gray, plastic tub in the Gath-

ering Area underneath the mailboxes for donated items to the Ephrata Area Social 

Services. Thank you for your donations. 



Winter Youth Retreat 

 

February 18-20, 2022 

 

For our Winter Retreat this year, we will be teaming up with ECOB at Camp In-
nabah.  We will have the same popular items like the prayer labyrinth on Saturday 

night and our group activities.  At this camp we will have access to a very large gym 
where the teens can spend a lot of free time playing various games like basketball, 
volleyball, and dodgeball.  There will be various activities all weekend including a 

large craft among other things. 
 

Please feel free to invite your friend to join you.  The deadline to sign-up is Sunday, 
February 6, 2022.  You can find the sign-up on our website or the weekly update. 

There is an outreach Sportsmen's Banquet  

 Friday, March 11th.  

Doors open at 5:15pm. This dinner will be held at  

Yoder's Restaurant. There will be a presentation from Tracy 
Breen, a full-time outdoor writer. There is more information on 

the bulletin board past the gathering area. Any questions, please 
see either Bob Highley or Ben Jones.   

Thank you for your faithfulness to the Intergenerational Ministry. We will be starting the 
new year with new prayer partners on March 6. Please be sure to contact your current child 
with a farewell gift. Contact Joan Unruh or Lynda Jensen if you are willing to continue as a 
prayer partner with a different elementary student.   



Happy Birthday To You…... Happy Anniversary 

 
 

  
 March Anniversaries 
  
 16- Dan and Anita Ellenberger 
  Russell and Ann Morgan 
 18- Luke and Faith Stauffer 
 20-   Gail & Carole Sensenig 
 24- Wayne and Nelsa Lutz 
 25-   Ken and Linda Koser 
 26- David and Dawn Smith 
             Christian & Deb Snyder  

  
 February Anniversaries 

 

26-  Vern and Delore s Adams 

 
 March Birthdays  
 
 1- Gail Stauffer 
 3- Chris Reinard       
        Pam Goshert       
 5-    Ginny Phillips 
 8-    Christian Snyder 
 12- Olivia Good 
  Jen Oberholtzer       
 16-  Robert Mathis 
 17-  Nancy Weist 
         Kasey Mathis 
 18- Mary Weaver        
 19- Nicole Diffenderfer 
 21- Chloe Stonesifer 
  John Myer 
 22- Bob Highley 
         Nelsa Lutz 
  Bianca Rose Vang 
 23-  Corbin Hoover 
 24-  Charlie Vang 
 26-  Dennis Hantraft 
 28- Andrea Risser 
  Gwen Jones  

If your birthday or anniversary 

was missed, please contact the 

church office, 859-2156 and we 

will be glad to add it. 

February Birthdays  
 
  1-    Kristy Stauffer 

     BreanaBelle Wigren 
  2- Clay Weaver        
  3- George Wolf 
  4- Burnell Oberholtzer 
      Jenavieve Ann Good 
        Mae Mertz 
  9- Mike Zimmerman 
12 Lorelai Reinford 
13- Emma Oberholtzer 
        Alexandra Joy Hoshour 
       Leah Elizabeth Hoshour 
14- Doris Reese 
15- Gary Weaver       
        Kayla Stark 
28-  Marti Zimmerman  
 



Pre-K through 5th Grade 
Ministry  Update 
February 2022 

Questions?  Need Help? 
Contact:  Pastor Chris, Associate Pastor 

717-859-2156 (Office) 
chris@akronpacob.org 

Opposite Day 
February Sunday School Curriculum 

Up is Down. Right is Left. Cold is Hot. That’s right, 
we’re celebrating opposite day this whole month 
(or should we say, not celebrating? This could get 

confusing!) It sounds impossible to believe that 
struggles bring us closer to Jesus or that our 

enemies can teach us about love. However, these 
beautiful opposites remind us that a God we 

can’t see is always with us and that it’s better to 
follow Jesus than our own instincts. Happy 

Opposite Day!  
Children’s Church (2nd & 4th Sundays) 

Sunday, Feb. 13 & Sunday. Feb. 27! 
Our next series is called “Creation.”  Our kids will learn 

about how God is the creator of all things and what our 
part in it is.  At the end of this series our kids will 

understand that God has given us the ability to start 
each day fresh and new and that we can choose to 

make the most out of our circumstances whether they 
are good or bad. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Valentine’s Banquet & Piercing Word 
Saturday, February 12, 2022 

The church is providing a free, catered banquet for you 
to use as a date night, or an dinner with your friends.  

The meal will start at 5:30pm. 
Following the meal, there will be a concert by Piercing 
Word call “One Story” open to all starting at 7:00pm. 
There will be cake and ice cream following the show. 

Childcare and meal for the kids provided! 

Find more online at 
akronpacob.org! 

Click on the ACOB Kids Tab! 

April Fool’s Egg Hunt 
Friday, April 1, 2022 

Join us for a fun spin on the traditional egg 
hunt.  Bring your friends for some fun and 

laughs! 



 

—  Youth Spotlight  — 
Emma Oberholtzer won  

Supreme Champion of the Open Show at the 2022 
PA Farm Show 

Amanda Oberholtzer won  
Supreme Champion of the Junior Show 

               at the 2022 PA Farm Show 

—  6th-12th Grade Ministry  Update  —  Feb. 2022 — 

—  Upcoming Events  — 

FEBRUARY 2022 
6  Youth Group  6p-8p 
13  Super Bowl Sunday 

18-20  Winter Retreat w/ ECOB 
@Camp Innabah 

27  Youth Group 6p-8p 
(Weather date: Feb. 6, 2022) 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 1 - Pancake Dinner     
Fundraiser 

March 25-26 - Lock-In 
May 1 - Youth Auction 

 

 
 
 
 

TNT is every Monday Night 
6:30-8:30pm.  All 6th-12th 
grade teens are welcome! 
 

Pancake Dinner Fundraiser 
Tuesday, March 1 

Our annual pancake fundraiser will 
begin at 5:30 and end at 7:00pm.  
Parents and Youth please plan on 

arriving by 4:30 to help.  We will need 
a cooking, serving, & clean-up crew! 

National Youth Conference  
Save the Dates! July 23—30, 2022 

Please reach out to Chris if you are 
interested in going.  This is open for 
all 9th grade students and one year 

removed from High School as of 
next school year. 

Sunday School Curriculum  
The story of Joseph will help us see 

that justice is love in action and 
that, when we’re wronged by 

others, we can hold on to hope 
that God will restore what’s been 

broken.  

Winter Retreat 2022  

February 18-20, 2022 
For our Winter Retreat this year, we will be teaming up with 

ECOB at Camp Innabah.  We will have the same popular 
items like the prayer labyrinth on Saturday night and our 

group activities.  At this camp we will have access to a very 
large gym where the teens can spend a lot of free time 
playing various games like basketball, volleyball, and 

dodgeball.  There will be various activities all weekend 
including a large craft among other things.  

Please feel free to invite your friend to join you.  The 
deadline to sign-up is Sunday, February 6, 2022.  You can 

find the sign-up on our website or the weekly update.  
Cost is A-$60 (Help others) B-$45 (Actual cost) C-$30 (Pay 

what you can so you can come!) 



AKRON CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

613 MAIN STREET 

AKRON PA  17501 


