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the  
Akron View 

It is hard to believe that we have entered the third month of this year. Anticipation of winter leaving, and with the arri-
val of spring brings warmer temperatures, and I think we are all ready for that! On March 14th we set our clocks forward 
one hour to start Daylight Savings Time. March is also the month that spring training starts in baseball, March Madness 
in college basketball, and NASCAR is up and running. As we enter March, we, along with other Christians are in the mid-
dle of observing Lent.  
 
What is Lent? Lent is the Christian season of preparation before Easter. Ash Wednesday marks the first day, or the start 
of the season of Lent, which begins 40 days prior to Easter (Sundays are not included in the count). Lent is a time when 
many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting, repentance, moderation, and spiritual discipline. The 
purpose is to set aside time for reflection on Jesus Christ — His suffering and His sacrifice, His life, death, burial, and res-
urrection. 
 
As Christians observe the season of Lent, many choose something to “give up” during this period.  I am sure that we all 
can give something up and maybe some of us do but, are we giving it up for 40 days and then picking it back up again? 
Are we giving something up that keeps us from walking closer to God?  
 

Lent is a time to give up our sinful habits 
Lent is a time to give up our sinful attitudes 
Lent is a time for us to stand before God and ask Him to forgive us 
Lent is a time for us to stand before God and to wash our sins away 
Lent is a time for us to stand before God and to empower us to turn away from our sinful past 
Lent is a time for us to stand before God and to live new lives that are dedicated to His Glory 
 

Lent is an attitude! It is an attitude of Honesty and Humility — as we confess our sins to God. Lent is also an attitude of 
Relief and Joy, knowing that our sins have been forgiven, that our slate has been wiped clean. These 40 days are a time 
for us to look deep into our heart, to think about our lives and how we have been living it. 
If we want to temporarily give up things in our lives for lent as a sign of love for Jesus Christ, then I guess that is ok, but 
Jesus Christ did not temporarily give up His life on the cross for our sins. He dead so we could live! 
So, take this month to reflect on what Jesus gave up and did for you, repent if there is a barrier between you and Jesus, 
fast and pray for those that you know who need the saving grace of Jesus and practice the spiritual discipline that we 
have been giving the privilege through Jesus Christ. 
We are the body of Jesus Christ, His church. You may be the only church that someone sees. Are they seeing Jesus? 
 
God Bless, Pastor Tim      



Here are the prayer requests for March, 2021.  If you have additions or updates 
please contact Pastor Tim or Pastor Chris. We all need prayer and to hold each other 
up before the Lord.  God's blessings to each of you. 
 
Ken Reinard ~recent hospitalization for kidney and blood infections. He is now home and doing IV 
treatments multiple times a day. Prayers for healing.  
 
The Fleener family ~ Sarah's father, Clyde Brubaker,  passed away . Prayers for the family during 
this challenging time. 
 
Janet Bell ~ Ron passed away on 2/14. Prayers for Janet and the family during this time. Janet will 
need prayers for stabilization and strengthening.  She is home with services and hospice. She wel-
comes calls. 
 
Lori Nybeck ~ Brenda Brown's cousin. Lori died unexpectedly at age 50. She has a young daughter. 
Prayers for the family.  
 
Mardell Messick~ Prayers for her as she is having difficulty stabilizing her heart rate. Prayers for a 
treatment that works for her.  
 
 
Mae & John Mertz ~ Prayers for both Mae and John as John cares for her at home. 
 
Betty Lou Hull ~Has been struggling with knee pain that has been ongoing.  
 
Ivan High ~ close friend of Pastor Tim, health concerns, cancer. 
 
Garman Family ~ going through a difficult time, prayers appreciated from church family. 
 
Jen Fryer  ~  2nd cousin of Ken Steiner. Jen is 40 and has just found out she has breast cancer in 
both breasts. She has 2 small children. She had a recent gall bladder surgery and is on antibiotics. 
The infection needs to clear before resuming biopsies.  
 
Terry Good ~ Ongoing prayers needed for Terry's health and wellness. Prayers for stabilized plate-
lets.  
 
Sharon Lesher ~ Continued prayers and healing.  Prayers for the medicine to be effective. things 

are going well and thanks for the prayers. 
 
Caleb Brubaker ~ diagnosis of Cystic Fibrosis. He is getting treatments for an infection. They found 
out that his cultures were negative for the lung bacteria but they must keep treatments going un-
til he gets a second negative culture. Prayers for healing and Praises for a negative culture! 
 
Irvin Brubaker ~ balance problems and leg weakness. Ongoing prayers for strength and healing. 
Prayers for the specialist to help find treatments that fix the balance issues.  
 



 
March Prayer Requests (continued) 

 
Kasey Mathis ~ Andria Mathis' daughter. Kasey continues to struggle, so prayers for her to 
feel better. 
 
Rich Unger ~ He is having difficulty with breathing due to blood clots. Prayers for healing 
and to gain strength. 3 more months of Oxygen for him.  
 
Dawn Rapchinski ~ Prayers for health and wellness. 
 
Rich Taraborelli ~ Ed Shimp's son-in-law. Serious motorcycle accident and in recovery phase. 
He is doing weight-bearing physical therapy. He has some issues with his right side, possibly 
hip related.  
 
Chamber's family ~ Friend and Coworker of Dave Weaver. Tara was diagnosed with a cyst of 
her pancreas which needs surgery. Their 16-year-old son is undergoing chemo and radiation 
daily for a aggressive form of skin cancer.  Prayers for the family as they navigate these diffi-
cult medical issues. More information can be found on their Facebook page regarding up-
dates, meals and financial assistance.  
 
Jerry Balmer ~ Andrea & Gwen's Also, Jerry's tumor is back and he is restarting treatment. 
Prayers for healing and a good treatment plan. 
 
Jen Cahill ~ Mike Cahill's wife. Treatments for stage 4 colon cancer. She has restarted 
chemo, so prayers for her and for healing. Her family has been hit with COVID, but thankful-
ly Jen didn't get it.   
 
Nancy Fry ~ Linda Martin's sister who has cancer. Prayers for her medication to continue to 
be effective. 
 
Kent Weinhold ~ Molly Wieland's second cousin, he has lung cancer. He finished his last 
chemo treatment and starting immunotherapy. Prayers for tumor to shrink. 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your request to God.”  Philippians 4: 6—7 



Let’s be honest. We are weary. Especially at a personal level. We’ve had 
“temporary” restrictions in place for nearly a year. There has been a nearly 
continuous debate about what we need to do and why we need to do it. If 
you are not doing everything that is asked, then you are selfish. Or you do not 
care. Or… 
 
We are at the point where it’s not temporary. This is the way it is. So we each 
need to decide how to move forward. Where is your personal comfort level 
based on your health risk category? It seems like all of these decisions are 
compromises – what do I need to do to safely exist in the world as it is now? 
And moving up from those personal choices, it’s the ongoing – well – strug-
gle. I previously communicated the ongoing process we have for maintaining 
a clean environment in the church. That continues and we are looking where 
we maybe be able to improve that process.  
 
We NEED to be here and available in whatever form YOU need us to be. The 
leadership of the church continues to evaluate what that looks like. Yes, we 
continue to strongly encourage mask wearing for those onsite. No, we will 
not kick you out if you resist but we’d rather not have that happen. I’m sure 
you can imagine – that causes issues in both camps – those for and those 
against. We’ve been told that since we do strictly enforce it, “I won’t come.” 
And we’ve been told that because we want masks to be worn, “I won’t 
come.” How is that reconciled?  
 
But I’d rather not focus on those things. We are starting to get a semblance of 
normalcy. In person Sunday School continues in parallel with the Zoom Sun-
day School. Both are well attended and expected to continue as they are. 
Youth activities are happening again. Pastor Tim and I have frequent conver-
sations – usually several in any given week and sometimes several in a day – 
that are mostly centered around how we can best serve the needs of the con-
gregation. And we’re laying the groundwork for a great year!  
 
As always, thank you for the support and words of encouragement along the 
way. This has not been an easy year but the reminders of why definitely keep 
us positive. So – thanks! 
 
Tim Cahill 
Moderator 



 
Homes of Hope Update 

 
February’s HOH meeting included the following details regarding needs for the new apartments.  
 

Stocking:  Suzie is compiling a list of household items needed for the two new apartments.  Jeanette will 
circulate that list to our partner churches in hopes that they will choose to donate many of the items.    
 
House renovations: The house is scheduled to completed by the end of March.  Drywall has been hung and 
old siding is being removed this week by a group of 9 volunteers from Chambersburg who are being housed 

at the MCC Welcome Center.   Lloyd continues to coordinate volunteers.  MDS volunteers provide most of 
the labor and have contacts with local building and appliance suppliers for the necessary items.  Naming the 
house will be considered at our next meeting. 

 

CHURCH...if you have any interest in supplying items for the new apartments, please email the office 
for an updated list of needs.  

Church Giving for February 2021 
   
  

Weekly Budget needed: 
  

$7,050.00 
          

 Mortgage balance $196,520.29 

February 7: $6,753.00 February 14: $7,443.00 

 February 21: $5,102.00 February 28: $6,130.00 

Online Giving 
If you would like to give your offering online, go to our website:  
www.akronpacob.org  Click on “Give” at the top of the home page.  Fill out the 
amount and frequency under Donation Information.  If you are using an account, 
you will have clicked on “Log in.”  If you want to create one, click on “Register.”  
There is also a box for “Comments.”  It’s self explanatory and very easy to use.  It 
is a secure site. 



Our church library has purchased a set of New Testament Commentaries, The Expositor’s Bi-
ble Commentary for your use.  These should be especially helpful to those who 
are Sunday School teachers and small group leaders.  These are available, not only for those 
in leadership positions, but also for those of us who have questions about certain passages in 
the Bible.  They are on a shelf next to the office door.  
 Anita & Rosanne  

 

 

Attention kids!  

Easter Egg Hunt at ACOB!!! 

Join the children and youth for a fun egg-filled event at ACOB.  
March 27th starting at 6pm 

 

COBYS Annual Banquet 

 

VIRTUAL EVENT on March 11th 
6:30 pm 

 
You're invited to join the Annual Banquet. We can't meet in person but we can still connect! 

https://cobys.org/banquet2021/ 

Easter  Youth and Children EVENTS!  



Sunday Evening Love Feast 

As Easter approaches, 
spend time in prayer 
and meditation during 
Love feast  
 
Date: March 28th 
Evening at ACOB 
 
 

March 28th 
Love Feast 
ACOB @ 6pm 
 

This evening will be a quiet and 
prayerful time of remembrance 
and meditation as we reflect on 
the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Love Feast will be in the Gym, 
and  families and/or pairs of peo-
ple can wash each others hands.  
 
Traditional meal to follow hand-
washing.  



NEW MISSIONS COMMISSION PROCESS 
 

Mission of the Month 
 

Missions donations are no longer automatically in the budget, but ACOB is still contributing to select missions. A mission 
will be highlighted each month  throughout the year. Information will be shared, offerings accepted, and a special offering 

will be taken the fourth Sunday of the month.   
 

Please indicate on your offering that it is to go towards the Mission of the month.   

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
MARCH 2021 

 
The MacFarlane’s 

of 
Athletes in Action 

 
Ryan and Beth MarFarlane work within Athletes in  Action, which is an interna-
tional sports organization. They work to equip athletes and coaches to grow in rela-
tionship with Jesus and to multiply their life into others. The ultimate goal is to see 
Christ-followers on every team, in every sport, in every nation.  



Come Join the Fun at Bible Adventure! 
 

 Students & Volunteer “Listeners” are Needed 
  

Tuesdays 2:30-3:30 at Ephrata COB for Ephrata Intermediate 5th-6th graders 
Thursdays 11:25-12:25 at Akron COB for Akron 3rd-4th graders 

  
Bible Adventure is a Pennsylvania state approved program that allows public school students to be dis-

missed from school for religious instruction with parental permission. Bible Adventure students are taught 
for an hour each week what God says in His Word, the Bible. 

  
For more information call Beth McKinney 717-615-8871 

Students may register online at joyelgeneration.org  

Food is being collected for Ephrata Area Social Services:  

The Witness Commission is looking to collect the following items: 
  

· Pasta and Pasta sauce 
· Canned Fruit and Vegetables 
· Hamburger & Tuna Helper 
· Canned Tuna & meat 
· Mac & Cheese   

Items can be dropped off at the church in the gray box below the mailboxes in the gathering area. 

If anyone needs help with grocery pick-up due to COVID quarantine, please contact the office.   

Please notify the office if you would like a copy of the DAILY BREAD or UPPER ROOM. 
We will gladly mail it to you.  

SPRING Sunday School Material are in the lobby and also available online 

Contact the office if you want the Sunday School material mailed to you 

https://akronpacob.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dbb4d90e4057c098ac29f8398&id=94f9048630&e=225bd85f48


Happy Birthday To You…... Happy Anniversary 

    
 March Anniversaries 
  

 14-   Doug and Lillian Gehr 
 16- Dan and Anita Ellenberger 
             Russell and Ann Morgan 
 18- Luke and Faith Stauffer 
 20-   Gail & Carole Sensenig 
 24- Wayne and Nelsa Lutz 
 25-   Ken and Linda Koser 
 26- David and Dawn Smith 
                          Christian & Deb Snyder  

 
If your birthday or anniversary was missed, please 
contact the church office, 859-2156 and we will be 
glad to add it. 

  

           April Anniversaries 
 

 2- Tim & Corinne Cahill 
 4- Dave & Mary Weaver 
 6- Dave & Diane DeChristopher 
 7-     Terry & Karen Good 
 8- Gary & Dottie Weaver 
 13-    George & Phyllis Wolf 
 23- Wayne & Linda Martin 
 24-   Robert & Andria Mathis 
 25-   Don & Julia Rock 
 26-   Ronald & Ruth Ann Troy 
       
 

  

March Birthdays  

1- Gail Stauffer 
3- Chris Reinard       
       Pam Goshert       
5-    Ginny Phillips 
6-    Victor Habib 
8-    Christian Snyder 
12- Olivia Good 
 Jen Oberholtzer       
16-  Robert Mathis 
17-  Nancy Weist 
        Kasey Mathis 
18- Mary Weaver        
19- Nicole Diffenderfer 
22- Bob Highley 
        Nelsa Lutz 
 Bianca Rose Vang 
23-  Corbin Hoover 
24-  Charlie Vang 
26-  Dennis Hantraft 
28- Andrea Risser 
 Gwen Jones  

April Birthdays 
 
9- Janelle  Morgan  
10-   Diane Hartranft 
12-   Libby Grumbine 
15- Parke Lesher  
 Don Tshudy  
        Benjamin Brubaker 
        Asher Paul Reinford 
18- Gail Sensenig 
         Tyler Goshert         
         Allison Oberholtzer 
         Katelyn Oberholtzer 
19- Anne Morgan 
        Nancy Fittery 
20- Jody Diffenderfer 
22- Molly Hoshour 
23  Antoinette Ogunseye        
24-   Stephen Strite 
28- Vern Adams 
         Betty Brandt 
29-  Robin Boyer 



AKRON CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

613 MAIN STREET 

AKRON PA  17501 


