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Church Office Hours 
   

  Pastor Dennis Garrison:  
  9:00 am - 4:30 pm  
  Monday and Wednesday 
 
 Associate Pastor 
 Chris Reinford 
  8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
  Monday - Thursday 
  Tuesday 9 am - 4 pm 
 
  Pastor Doug Gehr 
  Thursday & Friday 
   8:30 am - 12:30pm 
   717-875-6652 
   
 Admin.  Bonnie Hookey 
  10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
  Monday - Friday 
 
    Pastor’s study phone 
     717-859-2658 

 
OFFICE PHONE 

717-859-2156 
 

Web Site: 
www.akronpacob.org 

Pastor’s Page 

Here We Are Again! 
 
Yes, here we (you – Akron CoB) are again, facing another time of tran-
sition.  By a number significantly higher than the percentage required 
by your church constitution, you have called a new pastor.  And, yes, 
there were some “no” votes, which really should be expected.  Very 
rarely is a pastor called by a unanimous vote.  When I was called to the 
Senior Pastor position at Spring Creek CoB in Hershey, I only received a 
75% positive vote and that was at my home church.  To the dismay of 
some, I asked for a day to pray and reflect on that before I gave my 
answer.  In the end, the church and I had a great ten years together.  
In the aftermath of the voting here at Akron on January 13, I’ve heard 
from some who are excited about the outcome of the vote and from 
some who have some reservations.   
 
So I’ve been thinking: what does that mean for me as I serve out the 
remaining three months or so as your Interim Pastor?  What is my re-
sponsibility to you – all of you – during this time?  I’ve come to the con-
clusion that responsibility is to be your pastor.  In other words, to fulfill 
those commitments that I made at my ordination to “carry out faithfully 
the obligations of ministry: preaching the word in the age in which [I] 
live, visiting the sick and the brokenhearted, seeking the lost, comfort-
ing the troubled and distressed, and, by word and example, leading all 
with whom [I] minister to the fullness of the grace of Christ.” 
 
In the time since you called your next pastor, and hearing some of the 
conversations around that calling, I have been drawn to the story in the 
book of Acts and the calling of the Apostle Paul (in Acts 9).  In that sto-
ry there was another who received a call from the risen Chris: Ananias.   
 
Ananias was asked to go to “the house of Judas on Straight Street and 
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul.”  Ananias’ immediate response 
was extreme reluctance.  He had heard a lot about this man and how he 
was out to arrest those who followed Jesus.  But Jesus reassured him: 
“Go! This is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gen-
tiles….”  And Ananias went, placed his hands on Saul.  He even ad-
dressed him as “Brother Saul.” 
 
Later in Acts 9, Saul/Paul goes to Jerusalem to seek out and join the 
disciples.  Their initial reaction was not much different than that of Ana-
nias.  “…they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a 
disciple.”  But then Barnabas brought Saul/Paul to the apostles, told 
them how Saul had seen the Lord on his journey to Damascus, and how 
he had “preached fearlessly” in Damascus. 
       Continued on page 2 
 
The point of all this is that first impressions are not always accurate im-
pressions.  So, as your pastor for the next several months, I encourage 
that, if you are one of those who is excited about Pastor Tim coming as 
your next pastor, be a willing listener to those who have reservations, 
just as the disciples listened to Barnabas.  Try to understand the 
thoughts of others and hear their point of view.  If you are one of those 



 
Page 2 

MISSIONS 

Monthly Food Bank 
          
During the month of December 2018, we 

collected 35 boxes of tuna/hamburger 

helpers, 24 cans of tuna, 10 boxes of pan-

cake mix, 6 bottles of pancake syrup and 

2 packs of diapers which were sent to the 

Ephrata Area Social Services. 

During the month of February, we will be 

restocking our “Heavenly Mana Food 

Pantry. For the details, please see page 8. 

Thank you for your donations. 

Pillowcase Dresses 
Materials needed:  pillowcases of any size, scraps 
of lace, pieces of elastic and white thread.  Please 

place in plastic quilters basket in corner of Gathering 
Area under the mailboxes. 

Continued from page 1….. 
 
The point of all this is that first impressions are not always 
accurate impressions.  So, as your pastor for the next sev-
eral months, I encourage that, if you are one of those who 
is excited about Pastor Tim coming as your next pastor, be 
a willing listener to those who have reservations, just as the 
disciples listened to Barnabas.  Try to understand the 
thoughts of others and hear their point of view.  If you are 
one of those who have reservations, give Pastor Tim a 
chance to prove himself before you judge, just as did Ana-
nias and the disciples.  
 
After spending some time with the disciples, we find that 
Paul “talked and debated with the Hellenistic Jews, but they 
tried to kill him.”  So the believers in Jerusalem took Paul to 
Caesarea and sent him to Tarsus.  This allowed things with 
the Jews to calm down and also gave Paul time to prove 
himself as a disciple of Jesus.   
 
The Scripture goes on to say, “Then the church throughout 
Judea, Galilee (where Caesarea is located) and Samaria en-
joyed a time of peace and was strengthened.  Living in the 
fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it in-
creased in numbers.” 
 
That is my prayer for Akron Church of the Brethren: that 
you too will enjoy a time of peace, growing in the love of 
Jesus and growing in your witness to the community around 
you. 
 
God bless! 

Winter Weather 

Any announcements concerning possible cancellation of services will be made by posting 

notices through the following:      

 WDAC-FM RADIO 94.5 

   WJTL-FM RADIO  90.3 

            And the Akron Church of the Brethren Facebook page 

Even if we do have services on Sunday, please put safety first.  Do not take any chances.   

Rather, use your own judgment before heading out.  Thank You! 
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Scheduling of the church for extra activities:                                                                                                                           

As a member and regular attendee of the church, you are welcome to use the facilities for appropriate activi-
ties such as birthday parties, family gatherings, showers, etc. But it is necessary to schedule such activities 
with the church administrator. You may reach her at 859-2156, or via email at akroncob@dejazzd.com. 
Scheduling does mean that the church administrator has confirmed the time, date, and location of activity. 
Do not think that if you left a message you have then “booked” an event. Make sure the administrator has 
confirmed these things with you. Do note that our administrator hours are from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Mon-
day through Friday. She is very attentive and will get back to you as soon as possible if you leave any mes-
sage. 

Kitchen Reminders 
 

The church kitchen is a heavily-used area of the church.  It is also an area that needs to maintain a cer-
tain quality of cleanliness.  Guidelines are in place to keep the kitchen clean, to maintain food safety 

and to maintain the safety of those using the kitchen.  Many signs are visible in the kitchen with re-

minders on how to operate the equipment, and how to label & date food that is being stored in the re-

frigerators & freezers.  There is a Kitchen Checklist in place to reference when cleaning up after an 

event.  Cabinets, drawers and shelves are labeled for easy reference when trying to locate an item or 
return it to its proper area.   Please refer to these items or ask a member of the Kitchen Committee if 

you have any questions.  Another area of concern is having small children in the kitchen. Due to the 

many hot surfaces, sharp objects and chemicals/detergents being used, we need to adhere to not allow-

ing children in the kitchen.  When we all work together to clean up, place items back in their proper 
place, and label and date food items left in the refrigerator or on the counters, it creates fewer head-

aches.  The next individual or group will appreciate your efforts!  

HELP IS NEEDED 
Many opportunities have been offered to TNT in the Lancaster School District. The schools are looking for 
individuals who could help students with reading and math plus supporting the teachers in the classrooms. 
This would be for both middle and elementary school age students. Also, we have heard of stories of kids 
that do not have any blankets at night and no breakfast in the morning. This of course carries over to the 
classroom with fits of anger and fighting even for elementary school age kids. Columbia school district is 
also opening its doors for volunteers to come in and help with lunch duties or classroom support. Bottom 
line, we need help! We as TNT can not do it all as we only are able to send one person into these schools 
(Christopher Chinchock). If you interested in getting involved by volunteering or want to help with some 
of the needs (such as blankets and food) contact us at 717-381-1688 and leave a message for Christopher.  
TNT Hempfield has really grow over the past couple of weeks, which is awesome! However, we are in 
desperate need of staff, especially male staff. Please pray that we could find volunteers to help. These 
youth are awesome and a blast to hang out with. So if you know of anyone who would be interested, send 
them our way. 717-381-1688 



Please Note: If anyone is interested in helping in the 
Nurseries, please contact Katie Vang, 682-9427.  

 
Page  4                         The Akron View 

Happy Birthday To You…... Happy Anniversary 

If your anniversary was missed, please contact 
the church office, 859-2156 and we will be 
glad to add it. 

  

February Anniversaries 
   
     
   10-  James and Terri Lausch 
      14-  Mike and Kim Launi 
      15-  Nevin and Darla Andes 
  26- Vern and Delores Adams 

If your birthday was missed, please contact the church 
office, 859-2156 and we will be glad to add it. 

February Birthdays 

Those Serving us this Month: 
 
Greeters: 
   3  Randall & Ann Brubaker 
 10  Barb Mertz 
 17  Ken & Linda Koser 
 24 Ed & Terrie Shimp 
 
Ushers: 
      Jerry Hibshman & Ben Jones 
 
 
Jr. Ushers: 
   3  Sr. High 
 10  Jr. High 
 17 Sr. High 
 24  Jr. High 
 

           Nursery and Toddler Schedule for  February 2019                                                                                                                     
  Baby                  Toddler 

  3   Jody Diffenderfer & Anita Ellenberger        Nick & Lindsay Korom 
10   Charlie & Katie Vang                                      Jane & Molly Hoshour 
17   Sandy Schlott & June Achenbach                 Ben & Gwen Jones 
24   Janice Boyer & Gail Stauffer                          Steve & Andrea Risser 

 1-  Kristy Stauffer 
 2- Clay Weaver        
 3- Matthew Cahill 
 Todd Heck 
      George Wolf 
 4- Burnell Oberholtzer 
      Jenavieve Ann Good 
      Mae Mertz 
 6- Louise Dohner 
 9- Melanie Stauffer Risk 
 Mike Zimmerman            
13- Emma Oberholtzer 
      Alexandra Joy Hoshour 
      Leah Elizabeth Hoshour 

14- Doris Reese 
15- Gary Weaver 
 James Klaips 
      Charles Miller 
16- Randy Brossman 
18- Cordell Martin 
20- Linda Brossman 
       Kayla Stark 
21- Jason Stauffer 
23- Jacob Mertz 
 Preston Klaips 
28- Ron Reese 
       Janet Bell 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
6:30—7:30 pm 
Ephrata Soccer 
 
6:30—8:30 pm 
Women’s Study 

5 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 

 
7 pm TNT 

6 
7:30 am Basketball  
 
5:30—7:00 pm 
Wacky Wednesday 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

7 
9—10:30 am MIP 
 
10 am Bible Study 
 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
5:45—8:30  
Handi*Vangelism 

8 9 

10 
 
 
 
6—8:00 pm 
Youth Group 

11 
 
 
6:30—7:30 pm 
Ephrata Soccer 

12 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 
 
8:30 am—5 pm 
Friendship Commu-
nity 
7 pm TNT 

13 
7:30 am Basketball 
 
 
5:30—7:00 pm 
Wacky Wednesday 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

14 
10 am Bible Study 
 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
 
7:00 pm Basketball 

15 16 

8:30 am  
Women’s Breakfast 
Gracie’s on West 
Main, Leola 

17 

 
 
 
Youth Retreat ends 
at 1:00 pm 

18 
 
 
6:30—7:30 pm 
Ephrata Soccer 
 
7:00 pm  Deacon 
Meeting 

19 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 

 
7 pm TNT 

20 
7:30 am Basketball 
 
 
5:30—7:00 pm 
Wacky Wednesday 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

21 
9—10:30 am MIP 
 
10 am Bible Study 
 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
 
7:00 pm Basketball 

22 

 
4—10:00 pm 
Friendship Com-
munity 

23 
7—9:30 am 
Quest Diagnostics 

24 
 
 
 
6—8:00 pm 
Youth Group 

25 
 
6:30—7:30 pm 
Ephrata Soccer 
 
7:00 pm Board 
Meeting 

26 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 

 
7 pm TNT 

27 
7:30 am Basketball 
 
 
5:30—7:00 pm 
Wacky Wednesday 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

28 
10 am Bible Study 
 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
 
7:00 pm Basketball 

  

February 2019 

Youth Retreat ~  from Fri 6 pm  
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 We are asking teachers of Sunday school classes to close their doors when 
classes are not in session, they should be locked.   This is a safety precaution pre-
venting children from wondering where they should not go and to make sure your 
supplies do not 'walk' away.   
        Parents, it is also important to realize there are multiple events going on at 

times in the church simultaneously and people coming in and out of the building 

randomly.  So, your children should always be in your watchful care when you 

are here. 

 
Since there are many people in the church who put puzzles together, we are going 
to have an area for puzzles in the library.  If you would like to donate any that you 
are no longer keeping, just add them to the shelf where there are already a few.   If 
you borrow one and discover that a piece is missing, please discard the puzzle.   

Volunteers are needed for Bible Adventure program (formerly called Released Time) held on 
Thursdays from 11:30 am—1:30 pm.  Children from Akron Elementary come at noon—1:00 
pm to have music, Bible study, prayer and Bible memory time.  This program starts on October 
4th and goes to April 11th.  Volunteers help elementary students look up verses and assist them 
with lunch (students bring their packed lunch) and Bible memory.                                                      
  Contact:  Jewel Horst, (717) 598-7832 

ANE District Annual 55 Plus Spring Luncheon 

Wednesday, March 27 ~ 12:00 noon 

Middle Creek CoB 

Cost:  $16.50 per person; Registration deadline:  Sunday, March 10th 

See flyer & sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area 

When signing up, please give your check for $16.50 to Bev Miller 

Make check out to:  Akron CoB 
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How can we help?  Change For a Dollar. 
Does it seem that so many people just need a little help in life? 
Or how people struggle with having more days than dollars at the end of the month in the pay check? 
And we seem to come across neighbors or co-workers or family members who struggle and just need a little bit 
to get past some hurdles of life. 
Well, a suggestion was given to the Church Board to adopt a new ministry, Change For A Dollar.  This minis-
try has the simple principle of “offering a cup of water to the thirsty.”  Here is how this ministry  works: 
 

1. Each Sunday during a moment of worship we will be taking a special offering.  Everyone will be invit-
ed to get up from their seat (if able) and place $1.00 (one dollar) in a specifically marked offering plate.    

2. It must only be $1.00, any other money will go into the General Church Fund. 
3. After the service, this money will be collected and a designated person will see that a need is met. 
4. The need that is met must be recommended by someone within the church. 
5. Needs will be unquestioned but responded to based on urgency of need. 
6. The recipient of the need is to be someone that is not from the church (people of the church who are 

confronted with a need are cared for through the Deacon ministry.) 
7. The person recommending the need is to be involved in representing the church’s response in some 

suggested way. 
8. We will try to be as confidential as possible. 
9. There is a small team of church members overseeing this ministry. 

Check out….our vehicles of communication… 
Getting information out to everyone is very important, and we use a lot of  resources,       
however, it is up to you to access those resources!!! 
Check the Web site for announcements & current newsletters, as well as previous sermons. 
    The newsletter comes out monthly full of information. 
    On Facebook, there are postings of up-coming events-go ahead and friend us. 
    And the bulletin is filled with times and dates of activities.  

 Gym use:  If you desire to use the gym, please be sure to contact the church office 

     The gym gets used very hard—that is a good thing. Because of that, we all have to obey some simple       
 rules: 

1. Whatever we get out to use, we need to put away where we got it: Balls put back in boxes, or racks, tables 
and chairs put away neatly.  Please do not just throw balls in the closet—put them where they belong 

2. The floor should be dry mopped after use (the mop is in the closet) 

3. If you are hosting a get together with food, please take the trash out to the dumpster 

4. Close the window covers when playing sports to protect the windows 

5. Children should not get kick balls & basketballs out when people are gathered for safety reasons 

6. A Simple rule—leave things better than you found them!!!   

      It reflects our love and concern for our neighbor, the next person to use the gym 



Page  8 

Online Giving 
If you would like to give your offering online, go to our website:  
www.akronpacob.org  Click on “Give” at the top of the home page.  Fill out the 
amount and frequency under Donation Information.  If you are using an account, 
you will have clicked on “Log in.”  If you want to create one, click on “Register.”  
There is also a box for “Comments.”  It’s self explanatory and very easy to use.  It 
is a secure site. 

 
PRAYER is a POWERFUL thing! 

If you would like to be a part of our Prayer Chain, please contact Sharon Steiner. You 
can either be on our email list or the phone list. If you have a request, you can contact 
the church (10am—2pm) or Sharon directly. Either way, we will try to get the request 
started as soon as possible. If you are already on our Prayer Chain, please remember 

to check your email regularly so that we have a powerful presence for whoever is ask-
ing for prayer.  

The church is looking for people to be greeters on a Sunday morning.  If you are inter-
ested, let the church office know!   A greeter is typically scheduled once a month to 
once every 6 weeks.   As a greeter, one needs to be here by 8:45 am to greet people for 
Sunday School, and then by 9:40 to greet church attenders.  This ministry is important 
to the atmosphere of the worship, as it is the first thing a person participates in as they 
come to worship...to be welcomed.  Thank you 

Join us for the fifteenth annual                                        

Sportsmen’s Outreach Banquet                                           

Boots on the Ground ~ Hunting for White Tails                                   

Guest Speaker:  Steve Sorensen                                                                            

Thursday, March 7th or Friday, March 8th                                                            

Yoder’s Restaurant, New Holland                                                                          

Great Door Prizes!                                                                                          

Doors open at 5:00 pm for viewing displays                                                        

Dinner at 6:15 pm                                                                                           

Tickets ~ $25 ~ can be purchased from Bob Highley or Ben Jones                      

Sponsored by Ephrata/Akron Area Churches 
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Heavenly Manna Food Pantry Month 
 

     The Witness Commission is sponsoring a “Heavenly Manna Food Pantry Month” 
to take place during the month of February. It has been six years since the estab-
lishment of the food pantry, and we want to celebrate the bounty of God’s bless-
ings that we have received by restocking our shelves. The food pantry has helped 
many people throughout the year by those within our church and those in our 
community. During the month of February, we will be collecting both food and 
household goods. Food products that have the longest expiration dates would be 
most helpful to store in the pantry. Listed below are the types of food products and 
household products we would like to restock our shelves. 
 
FOOD PRODUCTS                                          HOUSEHOLD GOODS 

Pancake mix and syrup                                 Toothpaste/Toothbrushes 

Canned fruit                                                    Diapers and Hygienic pads 

Cereal/Oatmeal                                              Toilet paper 

Hamburger/Tuna Helpers                             Paper Towels 

Spaghetti sauce and pasta                            Bars of soap and shampoo 

Cans of Tuna                                                    Tissues 

Instant mashed potatoes                               Laundry detergent 

Saltine crackers 

Hot chocolate/drink mix/juice 

Spam/canned stew/chili 

You may bring any items listed above during the month of February. Most of the 

food collected during the month of February will be placed in the food pantry. The 

food that is collected for EASS will resume in March. There are boxes in the Gath-

ering Area underneath the mailboxes for donated items for the food pantry.  
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Attention single ladies of Akron CoB, there is a new group just for 
you. We are meeting on the first Monday of each month at 6:30 pm 
in the Youth Room. We will spend the time getting acquainted and 
beginning a book study. We will be studying “He Walks with Me” by 
Warren Wiersbe. Contact Nancy Fittery with any questions you may 
have. Hope to see you there! This group is for any single ladies you 
may know, so invite your friends. 

ANE District Women’s Fellowship Spring Luncheon 

 

Donna Parcell on “Seeing Faith Through the Eyes of Hope” 

Saturday, March 2 ~ 9:30 am—2:30 pm 

Lititz CoB, 300 West Orange St 

$8 per person. Registration deadline: February 20 

Register online:  www.ane-cob.org 

or sign-up in Gathering Area and give your check made out 

to Akron CoB to Bev Miller 

Contact: Karen Hacket, 302-998-6449 for more information 

Childcare provided; Flyer in Gathering Area 

Baby Bottles 
are available are in the Gathering Area. Please return bot-
tles filled with cash or checks by Sunday, February 10th.  

The contributions will benefit the ministry of Susquehanna 
Valley Pregnancy Services.  Witness Commission 

Omega Health Screen 

Performed by Quest Diagnostics at Akron CoB 

Saturday, February 23rd ~ 7—9:30 am 

A screening consisting of blood tests ~ cost:  $60 

Please pre-register by calling:  1-800-776-6342,  M-F 8am—2pm 

See flyers in Gathering Area 

http://www.ane-cob.org


AKRON CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

613 MAIN STREET 

AKRON PA  17501 


