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Church Office Hours 
   

  Pastor Dennis Garrison:  
  9:00 am - 4:30 pm  
  Monday and Wednesday 
 
 Associate Pastor 
 Chris Reinford 
  8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
  Monday - Thursday 
  Tuesday 9 am - 4 pm 
 
  Pastor Doug Gehr 
  Thursday & Friday 
   8:30 am - 12:30pm 
   717-875-6652 
   
 Admin.  Bonnie Hookey 
  10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
  Monday - Friday 
 
    Pastor’s study phone 
     717-859-2658 

 
OFFICE PHONE 

717-859-2156 
 

Web Site: 
www.akronpacob.org 

Pastor’s Page 

It was just before the Passover Feast.  Jesus knew that the time had come for him to 
leave this world and go to the Father.  Having loved his own who were in the world, 
he now showed them the full extent of his love.  (John 13:1 NIV) 
 
For six Sundays in August and September we’ve been considering some of the “one anoth-
er” statements in Scripture: Love One Another, Accept One Another, Forgive One Another, 
Serve One Another, Submit to One Another and Encourage One Another.  These “one an-
others” teach  us how we are to live together as brothers and sisters in the church, the body 
of Christ.  At the heart of each of these “one anothers” is love.   
 
On the night of his betrayal, Jesus met with the twelve disciples in the Upper Room to cele-
brate the Passover.  In his gospel, John says in what happened that night Jesus showed them 
“the full extent of his love.”  To show his love, Jesus took on the role of a servant and 
washed the disciple’s feet.  He demonstrated acceptance by washing the feet of each of the 
twelve, including Judas who betrayed him and Peter who would later deny him three times.   
In His words and actions which followed, Jesus demonstrated forgiveness and submission.  
His words to the disciples at the beginning of chapter 14 were words of encouragement.  
Jesus was preparing them to be His church in the world. 
 
As you at Akron are in this time of transition, I thought it important to remind us during this 
time what it means for us to live together with “one another” in this body of Christ.  As a 
culmination, we have opportunity to put them all into practice on October 7 as we gather 
together to celebrate the Love Feast.   
 
I recently saw a posting on Facebook which shared an article from a Goshen, Indiana news-
paper’s religion section.  The writer was not Brethren.  What he said was that the Brethren 
Love Feast is how Christians should commemorate what Jesus instituted at that Passover 
meal.  It is a celebration of community.  It is a time of remembering Christ’s great sacrifice.  
It is a time for us to experience the unity which Christ intends for his church as a loving 
community. 
 
On October 7 the Love Feast will be part of our morning worship experience.  During the 
Sunday School hour we will meet in the gym to participate in the washing of feet.  (There 
will be a Sunday School class available as well.)  For those unfamiliar with the Love Feast, 
the feet washing seems a strange custom, yet Jesus said to the disciples, “Now that I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have 
set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”  The Brethren have taken 
those words of Jesus quite literally and have practiced the feet washing as a symbol of hu-
mility, service, acceptance and love.  If you have never experienced this part of the Love 
Feast, I encourage you to come and just observe – no need to participate if you feel uneasy.  
Historically, the Brethren always opened the Love Feast to those who just wanted to come 
and observe. 
 
       Continued on page 2... 



 
Page 2 

MISSIONS 

Monthly Food Bank 
          

During the month of August, we col-
lected 15 boxes of Kleenex, 7 cans of 
beef stew, 11 cans of spam, 11 cans of 
chili and 2 boxes of pasta which were 
delivered to the Ephrata Area Social 
Services. 
          During the month of October, 

we will be collecting boxes of instant 

mashed potatoes, saltine crackers and 

laundry detergent. They can be 

brought to the church any time during 

the month of October. There is a gray, 

plastic tub and a separate tub for 

scented items in the Gathering Area 

underneath the mail boxes for donat-

ed items to the Ephrata Area Social 

Services. Thank you for your dona-

tions. 

. 

 
As of September 23, 2018, we have re-

ceived $240,056 in offerings.  Our budget 
for 2018 is:  $339,900 

Atlantic Northeast District COB 

55 Plus Fellowship Banquet 

Wednesday, October 24, Yoder’s Restaurant 

See flyer & sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall 

Reservation Deadline:  October 15 

Cost:  $18.  Please give your check to Bev Miller 

Dresses for Haiti 
Materials needed:  pillowcases of any size, scraps 
of lace, pieces of elastic and white thread.  Please 

place in plastic quilters basket in corner of Gathering 
Area under the mailboxes. 

Continued from page 1 
 
We will meet in the Sanctuary at the regular worship time and 
following worship move back to the gym for a meal together 
(the “supper” of that first Love Feast with Jesus and his disci-
ples) and then conclude as we share the bread and cup of com-
munion. 
 
I encourage you to come together on Sunday, October 7 as we 
experience those “one anothers” in a very real way – ac-
ceptance, forgiveness, service, submission and encouragement – 
and, especially, the love we share as brothers and sisters, one 
body, in Christ. 
 
Dennis 
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Scheduling of the church for extra activities:                                                                                                                           

As a member and regular attendee of the church, you are welcome to use the facilities for appropriate activi-
ties such as birthday parties, family gatherings, showers, etc. But it is necessary to schedule such activities 
with the church administrator. You may reach her at 859-2156, or via email at akroncob@dejazzd.com. 
Scheduling does mean that the church administrator has confirmed the time, date, and location of activity. 
Do not think that if you left a message you have then “booked” an event. Make sure the administrator has 
confirmed these things with you. Do note that our administrator hours are from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Mon-
day through Friday. She is very attentive and will get back to you as soon as possible if you leave any mes-
sage. 

Kitchen Reminders 
 

The church kitchen is a heavily-used area of the church.  It is also an area that needs to maintain a cer-
tain quality of cleanliness.  Guidelines are in place to keep the kitchen clean, to maintain food safety 

and to maintain the safety of those using the kitchen.  Many signs are visible in the kitchen with re-

minders on how to operate the equipment, and how to label & date food that is being stored in the re-

frigerators & freezers.  There is a Kitchen Checklist in place to reference when cleaning up after an 

event.  Cabinets, drawers and shelves are labeled for easy reference when trying to locate an item or 
return it to its proper area.   Please refer to these items or ask a member of the Kitchen Committee if 

you have any questions.  Another area of concern is having small children in the kitchen. Due to the 

many hot surfaces, sharp objects and chemicals/detergents being used, we need to adhere to not allow-

ing children in the kitchen.  When we all work together to clean up, place items back in their proper 
place, and label and date food items left in the refrigerator or on the counters, it creates fewer head-

aches.  The next individual or group will appreciate your efforts!  

CROP WALK 

Saturday October 20, 2018 at 9:00 am 

A team of 10 people will be needed. 

Collection envelopes are available 

in the Gathering Area 

For any questions or information, please contact 

the Witness Committee. 



Please Note: If anyone is interested in helping in the 
Nurseries, please contact Katie Vang, 682-9427.  
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Happy Birthday To You…... Happy Anniversary 

If your anniversary was missed, please contact 
the church office, 859-2156 and we will be 
glad to add it. 

  

October Anniversaries 
   
   4- Randall and Linda Brossman 
               Mike and Ali Patteson 
   6- Chris and Chelsea Reinford 
   8- Randall and Anne Marie Brubaker 
       10-  Karl and Melissa Heiser 
       11-  Harry and Carol Bomberger 
       14- Gary and Kim Cooper 
 15- Gerald and Carol Garman 
       19-  Jon and Mallory Weaver 
 20- Ed and Terrie Shimp 
 21- Max and Erica Detweiler 
 22-  Dennis and Rita Mumma 
 23- Brian and Gail Good 
 27- Ben and Gwen Jones 

  
      

If your birthday was missed, please contact the church 
office, 859-2156 and we will be glad to add it. 

           Nursery and Toddler Schedule for  October 2018
                                                                                                                     
  Baby                     Toddler 

    

October Birthdays 

Those Serving us this Month: 
 
Greeters: 
  7  Randall & Ann Brubaker 
14  Barb Mertz 
21  Ken & Linda Koser 
28  Ed & Terrie Shimp 
 
Ushers: 
Gerry Hibshman & Ben Jones 
 
Jr. Ushers: 
  7  Sr. High 
14  Jr. High 
21  Sr. High 
28  Jr. High 
 

 2- Curt Unruh 
 4- Derrick Martin 
       Connor McVaugh 
 Christopher Murphy 
       Victoria Motter 
 5- Irvin Brubaker 
 Zachary Miller 
 Addison Risser   
 7-   Jennifer Cahill 
 8-   Joe Zimmerman 
11-  Julia Rock 
       Wayne Lutz 
16- Gina Leed 
 Christine Adams 
 Brian Good 
       Nevin Andes 
       Brenda Brown 
17- Shawn Stauffer 
 Megan Ellenberger 
       Naomi Rose 
       Nikolas Korom 

19-  Jennifer Lesher 
       Joe Zimmerman 
20-  Kim Launi 
22- Chris Balmer 
 Matthew Lorditch 
23-  Amelia Usner 
25-  Ken Koser 
       Harry Bomberger 
26- Tom Wall 
 Andria Mathis 
       Augusta Good 
       Matthew Stark 
       Adele Weber 
27-  Ronald Troy 
        Noelle Korom 
28- Sandra Garman 
 Patty Highley 
 Steve Risser 
       Alyssa Bernard 

7    Jody Diffenderfer & Sharon Steiner      Steve & Andrea Risser 
14  Bob & Patty Highley                                 Michelle Stark & Sarah Auker 
21  Sandy Schlott & Gail Stauffer                 Brian & Gayle Good 
28  Nick & Lindsay Korom                              Jane & Molly Hoshour 
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October 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 
 
 
7:00 pm TNT 

3 
 
7:30  am Basket-
ball 
5:30—7 pm          
Wacky Wednesday 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

4 
9—10 am MIP 
10 am Bible Study 
 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
 
5:45—8:30  
Handi*V 

5 6 
 
Bread Baking 
 
District Conference 

7 
 
Love Feast 
 
 
6—8 pm Youth 
Group 

8 9 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 
 
 
 
7:00 pm TNT 
 

10 
7:30 pm Basketball 
 
9 am—4:30 pm 
Friendly Circle 
5:30—7 pm           
Wacky Wednesday 
7:30 pm Choir 

11 
10 am Bible Study 
 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 

12 13 
9 am—2 pm 
Friendship  
Community 

14 
 
1—8 pm Youth 
Paintball Day 

 
6—7:30 pm In the 
Beginning Study 

15 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Board 
Meeting 

16 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 
 
 
 
7:00 pm TNT 

17 
7:30 am  Basket-
ball 
 
5:30—7 pm          
Wacky Wednesday 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

18 
9-10 am MIP 
 
10 am Bible Study 
 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
 
7 pm Deacon Mtg 

19 
 
3—8:30 pm 
Vintage Market 
Setup 

20 
8 am—1 pm 
Vintage Market  
8:30 Women’s 
Breakfast, Oregon 
Dairy 
9 am CROP Walk 
Ephrata Linear 
Path, Fulton St 

21 
 
Fellowship Meal 
 
 
6—8 pm Youth 
Group 
 

22 23 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 
 
 
 
7:00 pm TNT 

24 
7:30 am  Basket-
ball 
8:30 am—2 pm 
Friendship Commu-
nity 
5:30—7 pm          
Wacky Wednesday 
7:30 pm Choir 

25 
10 am Bible Study 
 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
 
Harvest Party dec-
orating 

26 
 
8:30 am—12 pm 
BA Training 
 
Harvest Party dec-
orating 

27 
 
6 pm Harvest Party 

28 
 
6—7:30 pm In the 
Beginning Study 
 
5:00 pm Youth  
Mystery Dinner 
Fundraiser 

29 30 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 
 
 
 
7:00 pm TNT 

31 
 
7:30 am Basketball 
 
7:30 pm Choir 
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 We are asking teachers of Sunday school classes to close their doors when classes are 
not in session, they should be locked.   This is a safety precaution preventing children from 
wondering where they should not go and to make sure your supplies do not 'walk' away.   
        Parents, it is also important to realize there are multiple events going on at times in the 

church simultaneously and people coming in and out of the building randomly.  So, your 

children should always be in your watchful care when you are here. 

This has been a challenging summer. There was a lot going on both within the church and for me personally. 
We had our planned vacation travel and some unplanned travel. Along the way there were many laughs, 
many tears, and an overwhelming amount of support and encouragement. From all of my family, thank you 
for that. 
 
While all of that was going on, there was also the transition in the church.  With that happening, some things 
were delayed or otherwise postponed. Now as we move into fall, it’s time to get back to business! There was 
definitely some apprehension around all of the unknowns with Tom leaving. Bringing Dennis Garrison on 
board was a big step in alleviating some of that apprehension. His experience and leadership are a good fit 
for what Akron needs from our interim. 
 
With Tom leaving, we learned that there were many simple things that he just did. Little things like sticking 
around after church to lock all the doors! We are definitely learning and adapting. And realizing that a lot has 
changed requiring us to be more intentional. There are a few ideas being developed into proposals that will 
likely make it to the November council meeting for review. But it’s all good stuff! 
 
And now we look forward to fall while we continue to work on other things too. Like removal of the house 
that was approved nearly a year ago but continues to be delayed by the bureaucracy. Submit plans at a bor-
ough meeting. Then come back next month to see if there are any issues. Then make any revisions and try 
again the next month. And so on. We are all eager to get the work done, but it needs to be done correctly 
and legally. So here we are all these months later but it is not for lack of trying! 
There continues to be a lot going on and a lot of plans in the works. So stay tuned!    
Tim 

           Nursery and Toddler Schedule for  November 2018                                                                                                                     
  Baby                     Toddler 

    
4    Jody Diffenderfer & Joan Unruh         Ben & Gwen Jones 
11  Vangs                                                       Burnell & Jen Oberholtzer 
18   Sandy Schlott & Anne Morgan           Heather Brubaker & Anita E 
25   Jane & Molly Hoshour                          Janice Boyer & Linda Martin 
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How can we help?  Change For a Dollar. 
Does it seem that so many people just need a little help in life? 
Or how people struggle with having more days than dollars at the end of the month in the pay check? 
And we seem to come across neighbors or co-workers or family members who struggle and just need a little bit 
to get past some hurdles of life. 
Well, a suggestion was given to the Church Board to adopt a new ministry, Change For A Dollar.  This minis-
try has the simple principle of “offering a cup of water to the thirsty.”  Here is how this ministry  works: 
 

1. Each Sunday during a moment of worship we will be taking a special offering.  Everyone will be invit-
ed to get up from their seat (if able) and place $1.00 (one dollar) in a specifically marked offering plate.    

2. It must only be $1.00, any other money will go into the General Church Fund. 
3. After the service, this money will be collected and a designated person will see that a need is met. 
4. The need that is met must be recommended by someone within the church. 
5. Needs will be unquestioned but responded to based on urgency of need. 
6. The recipient of the need is to be someone that is not from the church (people of the church who are 

confronted with a need are cared for through the Deacon ministry.) 
7. The person recommending the need is to be involved in representing the church’s response in some 

suggested way. 
8. We will try to be as confidential as possible. 
9. There is a small team of church members overseeing this ministry. 

Check out….our vehicles of communication… 
Getting information out to everyone is very important, and we use a lot of  resources,       
however, it is up to you to access those resources!!! 
Check the Web site for announcements & current newsletters, as well as previous sermons. 
    The newsletter comes out monthly full of information. 
    On Facebook, there are postings of up-coming events-go ahead and friend us. 
    And the bulletin is filled with times and dates of activities.  

 Gym use:  If you desire to use the gym, please be sure to contact the church office 

     The gym gets used very hard—that is a good thing. Because of that, we all have to obey some simple       
 rules: 

1. Whatever we get out to use, we need to put away where we got it: Balls put back in boxes, or racks, tables 
and chairs put away neatly.  Please do not just throw balls in the closet—put them where they belong 

2. The floor should be dry mopped after use (the mop is in the closet) 

3. If you are hosting a get together with food, please take the trash out to the dumpster 

4. Close the window covers when playing sports to protect the windows 

5. Children should not get kick balls & basketballs out when people are gathered for safety reasons 

6. A Simple rule—leave things better than you found them!!!   

      It reflects our love and concern for our neighbor, the next person to use the gym 
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Online Giving 
If you would like to give your offering online, go to our website:  
www.akronpacob.org  Click on “Give” at the top of the home page.  Fill out the 
amount and frequency under Donation Information.  If you are using an account, 
you will have clicked on “Log in.”  If you want to create one, click on “Register.”  
There is also a box for “Comments.”  It’s self explanatory and very easy to use.  It 
is a secure site. 

HULL Mark note cards for sale ~ 50 cents each.  There is an envelope to 

place money in the side of the box in the Gathering Area.  The proceeds 

will benefit Handi*Vangelism. 

 
PRAYER is a POWERFUL thing! 

If you would like to be a part of our Prayer Chain, please contact Sharon Steiner. You can ei-
ther be on our email list or the phone list. If you have a request, you can contact the church 

(10am—2pm) or Sharon directly. Either way, we will try to get the request started as soon as 
possible. If you are already on our Prayer Chain, please remember to check your email regular-

ly so that we have a powerful presence for whoever is asking for prayer.  

The church is looking for people to be greeters on a Sunday morning.  If you are interested, let the 
church office know!   A greeter is typically scheduled once a month to once every 6 weeks.   As a 
greeter, one needs to be here by 8:45 am to greet people for Sunday School, and then by 9:40 to 
greet church attenders.  This ministry is important to the atmosphere of the worship, as it is the first 
thing a person participates in as they come to worship...to be welcomed.  Thank you 
 

Brethren Village Auxiliary Sponsorship Drive information 

is in the mailboxes in the Gathering Area.  Please place 

any contributions in Mary Keech’s mailbox by Sunday, 

October 21
st
.  Mary is our BV Representative. 
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Since there are many people in the church who put puzzles together, we are going 
to have an area for puzzles in the library.  If you would like to donate any that you 
are no longer keeping, just add them to the shelf where there are already a few.   If 
you borrow one and discover that a piece is missing, please discard the puzzle.   

Homes of Hope Mentor Workshop 

Friday, October 12th ~ 8:00 am—4:00 pm 

LifeSpring Fellowship                                                              

490 W Lincoln Ave, Lititz                                                     

Cost:  $65 includes lunch & materials                                                       

Contact Shawn Moyer by Oct 5 to register                             

717-735-7540 Ext 105 or smoyer@loveinclancaster.org 

Wacky Wednesday 

October 3—November 7                                       

no meeting on Oct 31 (Halloween)                     

5:30—7:00 pm                                                  

5:30—6 ~ light supper                                            

6—7 Bible activities                                               

Ages K through 8th grade 

A Vintage Market will be held here in the parking lot 
and inside the church building on Saturday, October 20 
from 8 am—1 pm.  The proceeds will benefit House of 

His Creation. 

Volunteers are needed for Bible Adventure program (formerly called Released Time) held on Thursdays 
from 11:30 am—1:30 pm.  Children from Akron Elementary come at noon—1:00 pm to have music, Bible 
study, prayer and Bible memory time.  This program starts on October 4th and goes to April 11th.  Volun-
teers help elementary students look up verses and assist them with lunch (students bring their packed 
lunch) and Bible memory.                                                       Contact:  Jewel Horst, (717) 598-7832 

A one day tour to the new Bible Museum in Washington, D.C.is planned for 
Wednesday, October 24.  View actual artifacts from Biblical times as well as 
latest technologies. .Pick-ups at Ephrata,6:30 a.m., Brethren Village 7:00 a.m. 

and Lancaster Shopping Center 7:15 a.m.  
For more information, call 717-560-6488 or email at evzieg@gmail.com. 

 

http://D.C.is
mailto:evzieg@gmail.com
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