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 URGING FORBEARANCE 
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.” (2 Corinthians 5:17-19, NRSV) 

We live in a world that is sharply divided.  Both in our nation and in our 
churches there is an increasing amount of polarization.  Like-minded people 
join together for what is often perceived to be strength and security.  In the pro-
cess they become emboldened to condemn those who disagree with them.  This 
leads to sharper divides and escalating hostility.  I for one am deeply saddened 
to see this happening in our nation.  I believe this threatens the very stability 
and security of our country.  The body of Christ has a great opportunity to speak 
to this divisive culture and to be what Paul refers to as “Christ’s ambassadors” 
for the ministry of reconciliation. 

For this to be effective, however, we must practice what we preach.  We 
first need to implement the ministry of reconciliation within the Church.  Sadly, 
we have a lot of growing to do in this regard.  Rather than being a beacon of 
light and truth to the non-believing world, we have too often emulated the 
world by adopting its principles of pride and self-righteousness.  The Church 
has become as polarized and divided as the world, when it comes to many is-
sues.  This should not be. 

In 2008 The Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren adopted a 
paper entitled “Urging Forbearance”.  It was a powerful statement based on 
scripture.  The passage quoted above from 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 served as the 
introductory foundation.  But the paper goes on to quote other passages of 
scripture and practices within the Church of the Brethren.  It builds a strong ar-
gument for us to act differently than the non-believing world, and to dwell on 
the things of Christ rather than our own understandings. 

Forbearance is not a uniquely Christian ideal, but it is an integral part of 
our calling in Christ.  The 2008 paper offers a good understanding of how the 
scriptural concept of forbearance is inherent in our understanding of the Gos-
pel. 

“Forbearance does not jeopardize or denigrate individual conviction, 
but it does place boundaries on the quality and character of individual re-
sponses. Forbearance does not require one to accept what another believes, 
but it does require one to listen and try to understand what another believes 
without demeaning, personal attacks, or acting to disenfranchise the other 
person.”                                 

                                    Continued on page 2... 
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MISSIONS 

Monthly Food Bank 
          

    For the month of September, 
we collected 25 bars of soap, 26 
jars of peanut butter and 15 jars 
of jelly which were sent to the 
Ephrata Area Social Services. 
Thank you for your donations. 
           For the month of Novem-

ber, we will be collecting pan-

cake mix and syrup and boxes of 

tissues. They can be brought to 

the church any time during the 

month of November. There is a 

gray, plastic tub and a separate 

tub for scented items in the 

Gathering Area for donated food 

items. Thank you for your dona-

tions.  
As of October 21, 2018, we have received 

$261,244  in offerings.  Our budget for 
2018 is:  $339,900 

Dresses for Haiti 
Materials needed:  pillowcases of any size, scraps 
of lace, pieces of elastic and white thread.  Please 

place in plastic quilters basket in corner of Gathering 
Area under the mailboxes. 

Continued from page 1…. 
The paper closes with five goals for the Church, which I 

feel are so desperately needed today.   These five goals are: 
• that we commit ourselves to forbearance which recognizes 

and respects differences of opinion and differing degrees of 
spiritual insight. We will show deference in disputable mat-
ters (Romans 14:1) while practicing prayerful study and con-
versation in core beliefs;  

• that we agree to see our differences, not as discord, but as the 
blessing which can come when we openly discuss our disa-
greements, address our conflicts, and share our faith perspec-
tives;  

• that, with our forebears, we continue to treasure both faithful-
ness to truth and openness to new light;  

• In all circumstances, we will embrace our commitment to one 
another as brothers and sisters in Christ as equally important 
to our other theological beliefs (1 Corinthians 13:1-8; Ephe-
sians 4:32);  

•  that we pledge ourselves on matters where we are not of one 
mind to let the Holy Spirit draw us together to be of one 
heart. 

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us in all we do 
and say. 

-Pastor Doug Gehr 
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Scheduling of the church for extra activities:                                                                                                                           

As a member and regular attendee of the church, you are welcome to use the facilities for appropriate activi-
ties such as birthday parties, family gatherings, showers, etc. But it is necessary to schedule such activities 
with the church administrator. You may reach her at 859-2156, or via email at akroncob@dejazzd.com. 
Scheduling does mean that the church administrator has confirmed the time, date, and location of activity. 
Do not think that if you left a message you have then “booked” an event. Make sure the administrator has 
confirmed these things with you. Do note that our administrator hours are from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Mon-
day through Friday. She is very attentive and will get back to you as soon as possible if you leave any mes-
sage. 

Kitchen Reminders 
 

The church kitchen is a heavily-used area of the church.  It is also an area that needs to maintain a cer-
tain quality of cleanliness.  Guidelines are in place to keep the kitchen clean, to maintain food safety 

and to maintain the safety of those using the kitchen.  Many signs are visible in the kitchen with re-

minders on how to operate the equipment, and how to label & date food that is being stored in the re-

frigerators & freezers.  There is a Kitchen Checklist in place to reference when cleaning up after an 

event.  Cabinets, drawers and shelves are labeled for easy reference when trying to locate an item or 
return it to its proper area.   Please refer to these items or ask a member of the Kitchen Committee if 

you have any questions.  Another area of concern is having small children in the kitchen. Due to the 

many hot surfaces, sharp objects and chemicals/detergents being used, we need to adhere to not allow-

ing children in the kitchen.  When we all work together to clean up, place items back in their proper 
place, and label and date food items left in the refrigerator or on the counters, it creates fewer head-

aches.  The next individual or group will appreciate your efforts!  

The Witness Commission will be serving a community meal at the First United 

Methodist Church in downtown Ephrata on Thursday, November 29th at 6:00 pm. 

This will be the sixteenth time that we, as a church, will participate in feeding 

those that come from the community for a hot meal and fellowship. Please reserve 

this date on your calendar, for this will be a great opportunity to serve others joy-

fully in the name of Jesus. Sign-up sheets are posted in the Gathering Area for 

those interested in helping to prepare and serve the meal. Financial donations to-

ward the funding of the community meal can be given to Cheryl Cross. 



Please Note: If anyone is interested in helping in the 
Nurseries, please contact Katie Vang, 682-9427.  
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Happy Birthday To You…... Happy Anniversary 

If your anniversary was missed, please contact 
the church office, 859-2156 and we will be 
glad to add it. 

  

November Anniversaries 
   
   1-  Luke and Ashley Weber 
   4-  Jared and Erika Weaver 
         5-  Jeff and Lisa Sweigart  
 10-  Ray and Cheryl Cross 
   Troy and Traci Young 
       18-  Irvin and Mabel Brubaker 
              David and Anne Rose 
 23-  Lloyd and Edith Sauder 

 
      

If your birthday was missed, please contact the church 
office, 859-2156 and we will be glad to add it. 

           Nursery and Toddler Schedule for  November 2018
                                                                                                                     
  Baby                     Toddler 

November Birthdays 

Those Serving us this Month: 
 
Greeters: 
  4  Randall & Ann Brubaker 
11  Barb Mertz 
18  Ken & Linda Koser 
25  Ed & Terrie Shimp 
 
Ushers: 
Charlie Vang & Glenn Weist 
 
Jr. Ushers: 
  4  Sr. High 
11  Jr. High 
18  Sr. High 
25  Jr. High 
 

4    Jody Diffenderfer & Joan Unruh         Ben & Gwen Jones 
11  Charlie & Katie Vang                             Burnell & Jen Oberholtzer 
18   Sandy Schlott & Anne Morgan           Heather Brubaker & Anita E 
25   Jane & Molly Hoshour                         Janice Boyer & Linda Martin 

 
3-   Steve Moore 
       Tim Cahill 
 Brandon Cahill 
 Terrie Shimp 
 Luke Stauffer 
       Charlotte Good  
6- Katie Vang 
       Mike Cahill 
       Dawn Rapchinski 
7- Roger Imes 
 Vanessa Garman 
8-    Rashad Leed 
       Todd Goshert 
       Darla Andes 
11- Fay Shirk         

12- Jennifer Endy 
 Peter Haldeman 
       Matthew Snyder 
13- Sharon Steiner 
14- Nadine Ressler 
15- Troy Young 
16- Linda Martin 
 Kristen Boyer 
       Bryce Goshert 
       Clara Rose Martin      
17- Ryan Unruh 
22-  Abrielle Sofia Vang 
25-  Zachery Lorditch 
26-  Ron Bell 
27-  Dale Smith 
       Sarah Auker 
28 - Logan Endy 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
9—10:30 am MIP 
10 am Bible Study 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
 
5:45—8:30  
Handi*V 

2 3 

4 
 
 
6—8 pm Youth 
Group 
6—7:30 pm In the 
Beginning Study 

5 
 
7:30 am Cheese-
ball mixing at 
Achenbach’s 

 

6 
6 am—9pm Voting 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 
 
6 pm Cheeseball 
making 
 
7 pm TNT 

77:30 am Basket-

ball          9:00 am 
Cheeseball making 
12—7 pm Cheese-
ball pickup 
5:30—7 pm Wacky 
Wednesday 
6-7 p Bible study 
7:30 pm Choir 

8 
10 am Bible Study 
 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
 
7:00 pm Basketball 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
 
Fellowship Meal 
Council Meeting 

12 13 14 
7:30 am Basketball 
9—4:30 pm Friend-
ly Circle 
 
6—7 pm Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

15 
9—10 :30 am MIP 
10 am Bible Study 
 
10 am Bible Study 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
 
7:00 pm Basketball 

16 

 
8:30 am —2 pm 
Friendship Com-
munity 

17 
 
8:30 am Women’s 
Fellowship Break-
fast ~ Gus’ Key-
stone Family Res-
taurant, Ephrata 

18 
Operation Christ-
mas Child boxes 
due 
6—8 pm Youth 
Group 
6—7:30 pm In the 
Beginning Study 

19 20 

 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Thanks-
giving Service 

21 
 
7:30 am Basketball 
 
6—7 pm Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

22 
 
 

23 24 
 
9 am—3 pm Youth 
Babysitting Day 

 

25 26 27 28 
5:00 am Friendly 
Circle Subs 
7:30 am Basketball 
 
4—9:30 pm Friend-
ship Community 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

29 
10 am Bible Study 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
6 pm Community 
Meal-United Meth-
odist, Ephrata 
7:00 pm Basketball 

30  

November 2018 

Youth Fall Lock In ~8 p m Fri— l pm Sat 
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 We are asking teachers of Sunday school classes to close their doors when classes are 
not in session, they should be locked.   This is a safety precaution preventing children from 
wondering where they should not go and to make sure your supplies do not 'walk' away.   
        Parents, it is also important to realize there are multiple events going on at times in the 

church simultaneously and people coming in and out of the building randomly.  So, your 

children should always be in your watchful care when you are here. 

 

Free Community Thanksgiving Day Dinner 

Ephrata Business Center, 400 W Main St, Ephrata 

Thursday, November 22 ~ 11:00 am—3:00 pm 

Transportation provided or meals delivered 

No reservations necessary: Handicap accessible 

(See bulletin board poster for more details) 

************************ 

Volunteers are needed for various jobs throughout the day on November 22 from  

7:30 am—4:00 pm 

People are needed to donate desserts and to cook turkeys. 

The turkeys will be provided & delivered to those willing to cook them.  Cooked turkeys and donated  

desserts can be dropped off at Ephrata Business Center on Wednesday, Nov. 21 from 5:30—8:00 pm 

Help is also needed to carve turkeys, filling gift bags & cutting fruit on Wednesday evening. 

On Monday, November 19 at the Center, help will be needed with various jobs and organizing to prepare for 

the Thanksgiving meal. 

Contacts:  Barry & Carol Haller, 336-2512 

 

HULL Mark note cards for sale ~ 50 cents each.  There is an envelope to 

place money in the side of the box in the Gathering Area.  The proceeds 

will benefit Handi*Vangelism. 
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How can we help?  Change For a Dollar. 
Does it seem that so many people just need a little help in life? 
Or how people struggle with having more days than dollars at the end of the month in the pay check? 
And we seem to come across neighbors or co-workers or family members who struggle and just need a little bit 
to get past some hurdles of life. 
Well, a suggestion was given to the Church Board to adopt a new ministry, Change For A Dollar.  This minis-
try has the simple principle of “offering a cup of water to the thirsty.”  Here is how this ministry  works: 
 

1. Each Sunday during a moment of worship we will be taking a special offering.  Everyone will be invit-
ed to get up from their seat (if able) and place $1.00 (one dollar) in a specifically marked offering plate.    

2. It must only be $1.00, any other money will go into the General Church Fund. 
3. After the service, this money will be collected and a designated person will see that a need is met. 
4. The need that is met must be recommended by someone within the church. 
5. Needs will be unquestioned but responded to based on urgency of need. 
6. The recipient of the need is to be someone that is not from the church (people of the church who are 

confronted with a need are cared for through the Deacon ministry.) 
7. The person recommending the need is to be involved in representing the church’s response in some 

suggested way. 
8. We will try to be as confidential as possible. 
9. There is a small team of church members overseeing this ministry. 

Check out….our vehicles of communication… 
Getting information out to everyone is very important, and we use a lot of  resources,       
however, it is up to you to access those resources!!! 
Check the Web site for announcements & current newsletters, as well as previous sermons. 
    The newsletter comes out monthly full of information. 
    On Facebook, there are postings of up-coming events-go ahead and friend us. 
    And the bulletin is filled with times and dates of activities.  

 Gym use:  If you desire to use the gym, please be sure to contact the church office 

     The gym gets used very hard—that is a good thing. Because of that, we all have to obey some simple       
 rules: 

1. Whatever we get out to use, we need to put away where we got it: Balls put back in boxes, or racks, tables 
and chairs put away neatly.  Please do not just throw balls in the closet—put them where they belong 

2. The floor should be dry mopped after use (the mop is in the closet) 

3. If you are hosting a get together with food, please take the trash out to the dumpster 

4. Close the window covers when playing sports to protect the windows 

5. Children should not get kick balls & basketballs out when people are gathered for safety reasons 

6. A Simple rule—leave things better than you found them!!!   

      It reflects our love and concern for our neighbor, the next person to use the gym 
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Online Giving 
If you would like to give your offering online, go to our website:  
www.akronpacob.org  Click on “Give” at the top of the home page.  Fill out the 
amount and frequency under Donation Information.  If you are using an account, 
you will have clicked on “Log in.”  If you want to create one, click on “Register.”  
There is also a box for “Comments.”  It’s self explanatory and very easy to use.  It 
is a secure site. 

 
PRAYER is a POWERFUL thing! 

If you would like to be a part of our Prayer Chain, please contact Sharon Steiner. You can ei-
ther be on our email list or the phone list. If you have a request, you can contact the church 

(10am—2pm) or Sharon directly. Either way, we will try to get the request started as soon as 
possible. If you are already on our Prayer Chain, please remember to check your email regular-

ly so that we have a powerful presence for whoever is asking for prayer.  

The church is looking for people to be greeters on a Sunday morning.  If you are interested, let the 
church office know!   A greeter is typically scheduled once a month to once every 6 weeks.   As a 
greeter, one needs to be here by 8:45 am to greet people for Sunday School, and then by 9:40 to 
greet church attenders.  This ministry is important to the atmosphere of the worship, as it is the first 
thing a person participates in as they come to worship...to be welcomed.  Thank you 
 

                                               Operation Christmas Child 
 
It is hard to imagine that Christmas is only a few weeks ahead before the start of the 

new year. The Witness Commission is sponsoring “Operation Christmas Child”. More 

than 135 million children in over 100 countries have received an Operation Christmas 

Child shoebox gift from Samaritan’s Purse since 1993. Would you consider packing a 

shoebox filled with small gifts for a needy child? Brochures for Operation Christmas 

Child are available in the Gathering Area. Simply follow the instructions on the bro-

chure. Shoeboxes are due on Sunday, November 18. The boxes will then be taken to a 

collection center in the area. If you have any questions, please contact Cheryl Cross.  

Remember, every gift-filled shoebox is a powerful tool for evangelism and disciple-

ship—transforming the lives of children and their families through the Good News of 

Jesus Christ. 
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Since there are many people in the church who put puzzles together, we are going 
to have an area for puzzles in the library.  If you would like to donate any that you 
are no longer keeping, just add them to the shelf where there are already a few.   If 
you borrow one and discover that a piece is missing, please discard the puzzle.   

Wacky Wednesday 

October 3—November 7                                       

no meeting on Oct 31 (Halloween)                     

5:30—7:00 pm                                                  

5:30—6 ~ light supper                                            

6—7 Bible activities                                               

Ages K through 8th grade 

Volunteers are needed for Bible Adventure program (formerly called Released Time) held on Thursdays 
from 11:30 am—1:30 pm.  Children from Akron Elementary come at noon—1:00 pm to have music, Bible 
study, prayer and Bible memory time.  This program starts on October 4th and goes to April 11th.  Volun-
teers help elementary students look up verses and assist them with lunch (students bring their packed 
lunch) and Bible memory.                                                       Contact:  Jewel Horst, (717) 598-7832 

Ephrata CoB has recently started a new ministry called Prime Time 55 plus. We are reaching 
out to our neighboring Brethren churches to invite anyone from your church to attend our 
next gathering. We have invited Chief Harvey from the Ephrata Police department to come 
and share “tips”. These tips will cover Telephone and Home Security, Mail, Internet and 
Banking. Following his talk, there will be a question and answer time. The meeting will be 
held on Thursday, November 8 at 1:30 pm in our fellowship hall. We are located at 201 

Single ladies of Akron Church, wouldn't you enjoy getting together with one an-

other for fellowship, sharing, fun, and learning? We would like to organize a Single 

Women's Group and hope you will be a part of it.   If you have interest, please con-

tact Nancy Fittery at pastor.njf@gmail.com or 717-665-0645. Let’s build some new 

friendships and strengthen old ones. Hope to hear from you soon.  Nancy 

mailto:pastor.njf@gmail.com
callto:717-665-0645
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 Fall seems to be a notoriously busy time of year. It starts with back to school. And fall 
sports. And of course, fair season! But then as the weather turns colder and the clocks change, 
the holidays start. We are inundated with Halloween and all of its associated things – mostly 
costumes & candy! Before that even gets here, we are already discussing Thanksgiving. In 
our world, Thanksgiving means shopping for Christmas! Already?? Yep! 
 
While all of that is going on, it is also a very busy time for the leadership of the church. With 
school starting, we also have the Children’s Department Activities, Released Time - now un-
der its new name, Bible Adventure, and the youth are back at it too. Then there are Steward 
Commission meetings to draft the 2019 budget. Commissions putting together reports and ap-
pointments. Board meetings leading up to November council. This year we also have the on-
going pastoral search – meeting to review candidate profiles, to refine a job description, to 
figure out what to ask in an interview, to schedule and coordinate the interview(s), and so on.   
 
Those that volunteer their time for all of these things see it as a calling. It is their way to serve 
the church while being just as busy in their own lives. So as we move forward through the 
fall, maybe we do not just slide right past Thanksgiving. Take the time to appreciate all of the 
blessings that we do have in our lives. Share your appreciation to all of those helpers that 
make these fall events possible. And that is not just in the church but everywhere that you par-
ticipate. And then give thanks to God for being healthy enough to be so busy!  
 
 
Tim Cahill 
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