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Church Office Hours 
   

  Pastor Dennis Garrison:  
  9:00 am - 4:30 pm  
  Monday and Wednesday 
 
 Associate Pastor 
 Chris Reinford 
  8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
  Monday - Thursday 
  Tuesday 9 am - 4 pm 
 
  Pastor Doug Gehr 
  Thursday & Friday 
   8:30 am - 12:30pm 
   717-875-6652 
   
 Admin.  Bonnie Hookey 
  10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
  Monday - Friday 
 
    Pastor’s study phone 
     717-859-2658 

 
OFFICE PHONE 

717-859-2156 
 

Web Site: 
www.akronpacob.org 

According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, a transition is “a 
passage from one state, stage, subject or place to another.”   
We’ve all experienced such times like when you left your mother 
standing at the curb as you, for the first time, boarded that big 
yellow bus on your way to your first day of school; the day, 
twelve years later, when you walked across the stage and were 
handed your high school diploma; the day you got that first job 
and then received your first paycheck.  Today you, God’s people 
here at the Akron Church of the Brethren, are entering one of 
these times of transition.   It’s not the first time, but it’s been a 
while, seventeen years I believe.  For some of you, Pastor Tom 
Weber was the only pastor you’ve ever known.  For some of you, 
a time of pastoral leadership change is nothing new.   I have been 

called by the District and your Search Committee and Board to help guide you through this 
time of transition. 
So I thought you might want to know a little about me.  My name is Dennis Garrison.  Min-
istry for me is a second career.  After thirty years of teaching middle school music, two in 
the Minersville Area School District and twenty-eight in the Derry Township schools in 
Hershey, I “retired” in 2002 to take the position of Pastor of Special Ministries at the 
Spring Creek Church of the Brethren in Hershey.  I experienced the call to ministry in the 
1980’s, was licensed at Spring Creek in 1983 and ordained in 1990.  I served in various 
capacities before joining the staff at Spring Creek in 2002.  In early 2008, I was called to 
the role of Senior Pastor at Spring Creek and served in that capacity until I retired January 
1, 2018.  My training in ministry included the Atlantic-Northeast District Reading Course, 
courses at Lancaster Theological Seminary, at Evangelical Seminary in Myerstown, and 
some courses and continuing education experiences through the Susquehanna Valley Min-
istry Center at Elizabethtown College.   
My wife Cathy and I met during our freshman year in college and were married on July 1, 
1972 and just celebrated our 46th wedding anniversary.  We have three grown children: An-
drew who is married to Tara, Peter who is engaged to Katie, and Erin who lives with us.  
We have three grandchildren, Will (9), Isabel (7) and Abigail (4), the children of Andy and 
Tara.  We will gain a step-granddaughter, Madison (16), when Peter and Katie are married 
in 2019.   
I look forward to the coming months as we journey this time of transition together.  I look 
forward to getting to know you, to working with the other church staff and ministers, learn-
ing how things work at Akron CoB, and serving you in this important capacity.  I will be in 
the church office on Mondays and Wednesdays, also working at home and will be doing 
most of the preaching and worship planning.  I also will be doing some of the hospital and 
shut-in visitation as I will be available for special ministries such as weddings or funerals as 
called upon.   Please take time to introduce yourself and I will make an effort to remember 
your name!   
As we move forward together I challenge you to keep three things in mind.  (1) The work 
of God at Akron Church of the Brethren is bigger than any one individual.  (2) God’s work 
is not done here.  (3) God is in charge and is already preparing the heart of the one who will 
be called to be your next pastor.  Right now a little grieving and mourning is ok, but don’t 
tarry there.  God wants us to look forward to the new work God has planned for this place.   
Blessings,  
Dennis 
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MISSIONS 

Monthly Food Bank 
          

During the month of June, we col-
lected 9 boxes of pancake mix, 11 
bottles of pancake syrup, 4 boxes of 
noodles, 15  bottles of shampoo, 5 
hygienic pads, 4 bars of soap, 58 
disposable shavers and other food 
items which were delivered to the 
Ephrata Area Social Services. 
          During the month of August, 

we will be collecting Spam, canned 

Ssew and chili and boxes of Kleenex. 

They can be brought to the church 

any time during the month of Au-

gust. There is a gray, plastic tub and 

a separate tub for scented items in 

the Gathering Area underneath the 

mail boxes for donated items to the 

Ephrata Area Social Services. Thank 

you for your donations. 

. 

 
As of July 22, 2018, we have re-

ceived $189,811 in offerings.  
Our budget for 2018 is:  

$339,900 

SUMMER!!! 
It is so good to enjoy the warmth of summer, and to 

shed the jackets and long pants...However, it is good to 

be modest. We are to dress in a way that does not cause 

distraction.  After all, in church, we are not the attraction.  

We want people to see Jesus.   This is also true outside 

the church as well.  Modesty is a godly policy.    

Dear Friends, 
Christian Greetings! 
 
I write on behalf of the First Step Early Childhood Institution, Top 

Hill District, St. Elizabeth, Jamaica.  My intention is to say how 

grateful I am for the timely gift sent to assist with the cause and care 

for the over 80 students ages 2 to 6 years old.  Thanks again for 

your labor of love and partnership. 

May God continue to bless you.  Brother Mike Launi and family has 

been a tower of strength and support for over 15 years. 

Yours in Christ,                                                                                            

Rev. William A. Perkins, Founder/Chairman 
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Scheduling of the church for extra activities:                                                                                                                           

As a member and regular attendee of the church, you are welcome to use the facilities for appropriate activi-
ties such as birthday parties, family gatherings, showers, etc. But it is necessary to schedule such activities 
with the church administrator. You may reach her at 859-2156, or via email at akroncob@dejazzd.com. 
Scheduling does mean that the church administrator has confirmed the time, date, and location of activity. 
Do not think that if you left a message you have then “booked” an event. Make sure the administrator has 
confirmed these things with you. Do note that our administrator hours are from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Mon-
day through Friday. She is very attentive and will get back to you as soon as possible if you leave any mes-
sage. 

Kitchen Reminders 
 

The church kitchen is a heavily-used area of the church.  It is also an area that needs to maintain a cer-
tain quality of cleanliness.  Guidelines are in place to keep the kitchen clean, to maintain food safety 

and to maintain the safety of those using the kitchen.  Many signs are visible in the kitchen with re-

minders on how to operate the equipment, and how to label & date food that is being stored in the re-

frigerators & freezers.  There is a Kitchen Checklist in place to reference when cleaning up after an 

event.  Cabinets, drawers and shelves are labeled for easy reference when trying to locate an item or 
return it to its proper area.   Please refer to these items or ask a member of the Kitchen Committee if 

you have any questions.  Another area of concern is having small children in the kitchen. Due to the 

many hot surfaces, sharp objects and chemicals/detergents being used, we need to adhere to not allow-

ing children in the kitchen.  When we all work together to clean up, place items back in their proper 
place, and label and date food items left in the refrigerator or on the counters, it creates fewer head-

aches.  The next individual or group will appreciate your efforts!  



Please Note: If anyone is interested in helping in the 
Nurseries, please contact Katie Vang, 682-9427.  
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Happy Birthday To You…... Happy Anniversary 

If your anniversary was missed, please contact 
the church office, 859-2156 and we will be 
glad to add it. 

  

August Anniversaries 
   
    
   1-  Todd and Pam Goshert 
 3-   Peter and Lori Haldeman 
 5-   Harold and Catherine Witmer 
              Mitch and Kelly Fasnacht 
 15- Ken and Sharon Steiner 
 19- Paul and Peggy Lausch 
 22- Steve and Andrea Risser 
 23- Curt and Joan Unruh 
  Charlie and Katie Vang 
               Kyle and Rachel Kline 
 25-  Tom and Sandy Weber 
 29- William and Michelle Wolf 
               Corbin and Alison Hoover 

  

If your birthday was missed, please contact the church 
office, 859-2156 and we will be glad to add it. 

           Nursery and Toddler Schedule for  August 2018
                                                                                                                     

August Birthdays 

Those Serving us this Month: 
 
Greeters: 
5    Randall & Ann Brubaker 
12    Barb Mertz 
19  Ken & Linda Koser 
26  Ed & Terrie Shimp 
 
Ushers: 
Don Tshudy & Brian Good 
 
Jr. Ushers: 
 5  Sr. High 
12  Jr. High 
19  Sr. High 
26  Jr. High 
 

5    Jody Diffenderfer & Anne Morgan        Steve & Andrea Risser 
12  Charlie & Katie Vang                                Michelle Stark & Sarah Auker 
19  Sandy Schlott & Gail Stauffer                 Joan Unruh & Anita Ellenberger 
26  Jane & Molly Hoshour                             Brian & Gayle Good 

2-    Linda Koser 
       Don Wiest 
3- Corinne Cahill        
5- Dawn Smith 
 Kevin Lorditch 
7-    Sara Bucher 
8- Kimberly Leed         
 Harold Witmer 
9-    Arlene Martin 
10-  Atticus Foltz 
13- Ken Steiner 
14-  Rose Williams  
15- Marion Shelly 
 Joyce Strite 
16- Wayne Martin  
       Bianca Unruh 

17- Paul Shirk 
 Keri Nass 
19- Sharon Lesher 
 Erma Zimmerman 
       Amy Foltz 
       Jonathan Gehr 
20-  Dore Worhun 
21-  Sarah High 
       Linda Roether 
22- David Smith        
24- John Dohner 
       Deb Snyder 
25- Kevin Brubaker 
       Rita Mumma 
27- Marguerite Mohn 
28- Jackie Sangrey 
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 We are asking teachers of Sunday school classes to close their doors when classes are 
not in session, they should be locked.   This is a safety precaution preventing children from 
wondering where they should not go and to make sure your supplies do not 'walk' away.   
        Parents, it is also important to realize there are multiple events going on at times in the 

church simultaneously and people coming in and out of the building randomly.  So, your 

children should always be in your watchful care when you are here. 

Community Meal  
      The Witness Commission would like to thank everyone who helped and donat-
ed in any way for the serving of the community meal held on Thursday evening, 
July 19, at the Bethany United Church of Christ in downtown Ephrata. We served 
115 guests a meal consisting of Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Macaroni Salad, Baked 
Beans, Chips, Ice Cream bars and drinks. It was a great blessing to be able to serve 
many people who arrived for the meal. We would like to thank Randall and Brian 
Brubaker for grilling the hot dogs and hamburgers. We would like to extend a very 
big “Thank You” to the following people who helped served the meal: 
 
 Phyllis Wolf           George Wolf        Brian Brubaker 

 Sharon Steiner       Dan Ellenberger   Linda Lintz 

 Randall Brubaker     Mary Keech         Linda Roether 

 Ann Brubaker           Cheryl Cross        Anita Ellenberger 

 Alan Jones                Jo Jones             Lydia Jones                                   

 Ezekiel Jones 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 
 
10:00 am  
Bible Study 

3 4 

5 
 
6—7:30 pm In the 
Beginning Study 
 
6:30—8:30 pm 
Youth Group  

6 
 
9 am—2 pm 
Friendship Commu-
nity 
 
7 pm Board Mtg 

7 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Nic Anon 

8 
 
9 am—4:30 pm 
Friendly Circle 

9 
 
10:00 am  
Bible Study 

10 11 
 
Amusement Park—
Youth 
 
 

12 13 14 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 

15 16 
 
10:00 am  
Bible Study 
 
 
7 pm Deacon Mtg 

17 18 

19 
 
 
2—6  pm Back to 
School Pool Party 
 
6—7:30 pm In the 
Beginning Study 

20 21 22 23 
 
10:00 am  
Bible Study 

24 25 

26 
 
 
 
 
6:30—8:30 pm 
Youth Group  

27 28 29 
 
7:30 am—12:30 
pm Released Time 
Kick-Off Rally 

30 
 
10:00 am  
Bible Study 

31  

August 2018 
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How can we help?  Change For a Dollar. 
Does it seem that so many people just need a little help in life? 
Or how people struggle with having more days than dollars at the end of the month in the pay check? 
And we seem to come across neighbors or co-workers or family members who struggle and just need a little bit 
to get past some hurdles of life. 
Well, a suggestion was given to the Church Board to adopt a new ministry, Change For A Dollar.  This minis-
try has the simple principle of “offering a cup of water to the thirsty.”  Here is how this ministry  works: 
 

1. Each Sunday during a moment of worship we will be taking a special offering.  Everyone will be invit-
ed to get up from their seat (if able) and place $1.00 (one dollar) in a specifically marked offering plate.    

2. It must only be $1.00, any other money will go into the General Church Fund. 
3. After the service, this money will be collected and a designated person will see that a need is met. 
4. The need that is met must be recommended by someone within the church. 
5. Needs will be unquestioned but responded to based on urgency of need. 
6. The recipient of the need is to be someone that is not from the church (people of the church who are 

confronted with a need are cared for through the Deacon ministry.) 
7. The person recommending the need is to be involved in representing the church’s response in some 

suggested way. 
8. We will try to be as confidential as possible. 
9. There is a small team of church members overseeing this ministry. 

Check out….our vehicles of communication… 
Getting information out to everyone is very important, and we use a lot of  resources,       
however, it is up to you to access those resources!!! 
Check the Web site for announcements & current newsletters, as well as previous sermons. 
    The newsletter comes out monthly full of information. 
    On Facebook, there are postings of up-coming events-go ahead and friend us. 
    And the bulletin is filled with times and dates of activities.  

 Gym use:  If you desire to use the gym, please be sure to contact the church office 

     The gym gets used very hard—that is a good thing. Because of that, we all have to obey some simple       
 rules: 

1. Whatever we get out to use, we need to put away where we got it: Balls put back in boxes, or racks, tables 
and chairs put away neatly.  Please do not just throw balls in the closet—put them where they belong 

2. The floor should be dry mopped after use (the mop is in the closet) 

3. If you are hosting a get together with food, please take the trash out to the dumpster 

4. Close the window covers when playing sports to protect the windows 

5. Children should not get kick balls & basketballs out when people are gathered for safety reasons 

6. A Simple rule—leave things better than you found them!!!   

      It reflects our love and concern for our neighbor, the next person to use the gym 
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Online Giving 
If you would like to give your offering online, go to our website:  
www.akronpacob.org  Click on “Give” at the top of the home page.  Fill out the 
amount and frequency under Donation Information.  If you are using an account, 
you will have clicked on “Log in.”  If you want to create one, click on “Register.”  
There is also a box for “Comments.”  It’s self explanatory and very easy to use.  It 
is a secure site. 

HULL Mark note cards for sale ~ 50 cents each.  There is an envelope to 

place money in the side of the box in the Gathering Area.  The proceeds 

will benefit Handi*Vangelism. 

 
PRAYER is a POWERFUL thing! 

If you would like to be a part of our Prayer Chain, please contact Sharon Steiner. You can ei-
ther be on our email list or the phone list. If you have a request, you can contact the church 

(10am—2pm) or Sharon directly. Either way, we will try to get the request started as soon as 
possible. If you are already on our Prayer Chain, please remember to check your email regular-

ly so that we have a powerful presence for whoever is asking for prayer.  

The church is looking for people to be greeters on a Sunday morning.  If you are interested, let the 
church office know!   A greeter is typically scheduled once a month to once every 6 weeks.   As a 
greeter, one needs to be here by 8:45 am to greet people for Sunday School, and then by 9:40 to 
greet church attenders.  This ministry is important to the atmosphere of the worship, as it is the first 
thing a person participates in as they come to worship...to be welcomed.  Thank you 
 



2018 Summer Camp Registration and Family Camping Reservations  
 
2018 Summer Camp Registration and Family Camping Reservations are NOW OPEN!  Get more in-
formation and register online at www.campswatara.org.  Check campsite availability and submit a 
reservation request online at www.campswatara.org! 

Registration is NOW OPEN for Camp Swatara's 75th Anniversary Weekend scheduled for August 

3rd-5th!   You won't want to miss the celebration and special activities planned for this big 

event.  Day Only registrations are FREE!  Lodging and packages (lodging and meals) are also 

available for the East Area, West Area, and North Lodge.  Register online (www.campswatara.org) 

or by contacting the camp office (717-933-8510).  See complete Camp Swatara Newsletter in the 

Gathering Area & on the bulletin board. 

Page  9 

 

Atlantic Northeast District Women’s Fellowship                                                    

48th Annual Camp held August 19—21 at Camp Swatara                                                 

Registration forms and information in Gathering Area                                                    

Registration deadline:  August 1                                                                                             

Contact: Karen Hackett, knk821@comcast.net or 1-302-998-6449 

Dresses for Haiti 
Materials needed:  pillowcases of any size, 

scraps of lace, pieces of elastic.  Please place in 
plastic quilters basket in corner of Gathering 

Area under the mailboxes. 

http://campswatara.cmail20.com/t/d-l-otdjutk-oitidjut-yk/
http://campswatara.cmail20.com/t/d-l-otdjutk-oitidjut-yu/
http://campswatara.cmail20.com/t/d-l-otdjutk-oitidjut-jy/


Page  10 

 
Annual Conference Report by Pastor Tom 
 
First: Let me thank you for sending me to Annual conference in Cincinnati, Ohio.   Cincinnati 
has some beautiful things about it.   While we were there, we want to the Replica Noah's Ark 
Museum about an hour south of Cincinnati.  It was something special to see, if you get a 
chance, see it!!!  It answers a lot of creation questions.   
Second: Conference is an interesting time.  There are basically three categories of events:  1. 
Worship services each night. 2. Insight sessions on a variety of topics that happen whenever 
worship and the business sessions are not occurring.  3. The Conference business which is two 
meetings a day of roughly 650 delegates for a total of 16.5 hours—Now, in those 16.5 hours, 
there are times of Bible study, singing, prayer, announcements, and breaks.  Plus, the various 
agencies give their annual reports. 
     Let me report on some of the business that was accomplished.  A key process of the confer-
ence is something called "developing a Compelling Vision."   There is a committee charged 
with gathering insightful information from across the denomination that will help the denomi-
nation define its direction.  This process is very key, because, as you may guess, within the 
church there are a variety of ideas, priorities and understandings, some of which would seem 
misleading from the direction of the church presently.   Such things as how scripture is han-
dled, what is appropriate and not, where to place our focus based on various needs...the list of 
differences is quite long.  So, a great amount of time will be used to gather insightful data 
over the next year and to work more on this compelling vision. This will then be used to bring 
unity, to define where resources are applied, and even to identify who we are.   
     A few other things that were worked on was accepting a global church direction statement, 
which is very exciting to me, as it stretches the Church of the Brethren around the world.  
There was also the acceptance of a statement on Creation Care, as well as Ecumenism.   Just 
a note, the thought that came to me as we were doing this work is how these things are good 
things, they are things that should be discussed and done as I understand, however, one can 
also see how a few years from now things could get twisted in a way that these very good 
things work in a bad way. There was one report called the viability report that shared some 
hard truths of the denomination, the losing of members, and churches, churches leaving the 
denomination, and the separation of ideas within the body.   
Third: The spirit of the Conference. Conference over the years has become divisive.  I did not 
see that this year, because of prayer, and the tone the leaders set from the start and the issues 
that were done in the business sessions.  I do believe that, as the compelling vision is being 
worked on, there will be room for division to happen as some differences in thought are fairly 
far apart.    
Fourth: Over the next couple years there will be extreme definition of the direction of the 
Church of the Brethren, so it will be important to continue to send delegates to this work of 
the church. 
If you want to see more of the conference, please go to the Brethren website, and you can 
watch the worship and the business sessions to see how things are done. 



Brethren Village Wheelchair Walks 

Help brighten the days of our Residents by participating in any or all 

of our 2018 walks!  Volunteers are needed to escort and visit with 

Residents as we tour BV’s beautiful campus. 

Time:  10:15—11:30 am                                                             

Where:  Meet at the Welcome Center Lobby                              

When:  August 28, September 25 

Please RSVP Ed Rasmuson, Director of Volunteer Services                

717-581-4271 or erasmuson@bv.org  

Brethren Village Golf Tournament                                        

Iron Valley Golf Club                                                           

September 13 

Registration online at:  bv.org/giving/golf or send in 

form. Brochures & forms are in the Gathering Area            

Deadline for registration is August 13. 
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Brethren Disaster Relief Auction                                           

Lebanon Fairgrounds                                                                   

Friday, September 21 & Saturday, September 22   

                  There are forms in the Gathering Area for                               

Theme Baskets, Quilts, Share-A-Meal, Bake Stand, Arts & 

Crafts and information on some additional things you can do to 

benefit the Auction                                                                    

When you fill out your forms, please put them in                  

Jody Diffenderfer’s mailbox                                                                   

For questions, contact Jody 



AKRON CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

613 MAIN STREET 

AKRON PA  17501 


