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Church Office Hours 
   

  Pastor Dennis Garrison:  
  9:00 am - 4:30 pm  
  Monday and Wednesday 
 
 Associate Pastor 
 Chris Reinford 
  8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
  Monday - Thursday 
  Tuesday 9 am - 4 pm 
 
  Pastor Doug Gehr 
  Thursday & Friday 
   8:30 am - 12:30pm 
   717-875-6652 
   
 Admin.  Bonnie Hookey 
  10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
  Monday - Friday 
 
    Pastor’s study phone 
     717-859-2658 

 
OFFICE PHONE 

717-859-2156 
 

Web Site: 
www.akronpacob.org 

Pastor’s Page 

SEASONAL CHANGES 
 

As we continue the transition from Winter to Spring there is a sense of re-
newal and growth all around us.  The ground is thawing, the hours of daylight are 
slowly increasing, the snow geese are returning, and soon we may spot a crocus or 
two in bloom.  I say, bring it on! 

In the life of the church, we also have seasonal changes.  One such season is 
Lent, which begins on March 6 and continues until Easter Sunday, April 21.  Lent is 
traditionally a time of repentance and renewal as we reflect on the life of Jesus and 
the sacrifice he made to purchase our forgiveness and salvation.  In some circles, 
Lent is observed by “giving up” some practice or vice that inhibits our spiritual 
growth or hinders our discipleship to Christ. 

All this causes me to think about the season of change at Akron Church of 
the Brethren.  As my time draws near to close my service as part of the interim pas-
toral team, this is likely the final opportunity I will have to address the congregation.  
Thus, I would like to consider what kind of things we as a congregation might want 
to “give up” in order to become a stronger, more faithful body of believers. 

 
• Let us be willing to give up our insistence on being right.  The fact is we are all 

flawed and “fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  The Truth of God is 
constant but our understanding of it is constantly improving. 

• Let us remove the log in our eye before we attempt to help our brother or sister 
with the speck of saw dust in their eye (Matthew 7:3-5). 

• Let us give up the pursuit of materialism in favor of a renewed commitment to 
simple living. 

• May we reaffirm our commitment to the sanctity of human life by our witness to 
the way of peace and our opposition to all wars and acts of violence. 

• Let us give up traditionalism by seeking to celebrate all expressions of God’s 
presence and grace among us. 

• Would that we might love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind, 
and love our neighbor as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-40). 

• Let us give up derogatory remarks and insults, both in personal relationships 
and public discourse, in favor of showing respect and honoring the dignity of 
others. 

• Let us rid ourselves “of all malice and deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander” 
 (I Peter2:1) that we can grow up in our salvation (I Peter 2:2). 

 
These are not easy goals to achieve.  But it is crucial that we dedicate ourselves 

to the effort,  for only then can we become the Body of Christ. 
                                                                                                                        Doug Gehr 



 
Page 2 

MISSIONS 

Monthly Food Bank 
          
The Witness Commission would like to 
thank everyone for bringing food prod-
ucts and household goods to restock our 
Heavenly Manna Food Pantry. The pur-
pose of the food pantry is for those in 
need of food for anyone in the communi-
ty and in our church family.  
During the month of March, the Witness 

Commission will be collecting boxes of 

cereal, laundry detergent and paper tow-

els. They can be brought to the church 

any time during the month of March. 

There is a gray, plastic tub and a separate 

tub for detergent, soap, etc. in the Gath-

ering Area underneath the mailboxes for 

donated items to Ephrata Area Social Ser-

vices. Thank you for your donations. 

Winter Weather 

Any announcements concerning possible cancellation of services will be made by posting 

notices through the following:      

 WDAC-FM RADIO 94.5 

   WJTL-FM RADIO  90.3 

            And the Akron Church of the Brethren Facebook page 

Even if we do have services on Sunday, please put safety first.  Do not take any chances.   

Rather, use your own judgment before heading out.  Thank You! 

 

Easter Greeting Cards                                                   
for donations of 50 cents each                             

made by Betty Lou Hull                                           
to benefit Handi*Vangelism Ministries                 

are in the Gathering Area 

               Community Meal on March 21, 2019   
 
         The Witness Commission will be serving a Commu-

nity meal at the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in down-

town Ephrata on Thursday, March 21 at 6:00 pm. Starting 

our fifth year, this will be the seventeenth time that we, as 

a church, will participate in feeding those that come from 

the community for a hot meal and fellowship. Please re-

serve this date on your calendar, for this will be a great 

opportunity to serve others joyfully in the name of Jesus. 

Sign-up sheets will be posted in the Gathering Area on 

March 3 for those willing to donate and for those interest-

ed in helping to prepare and serve the meal. Financial do-

nations toward the funding of the community meal can be 

given to Dan Ellenberger. 
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Scheduling of the church for extra activities:                                                                                                                           

As a member and regular attendee of the church, you are welcome to use the facilities for appropriate activi-
ties such as birthday parties, family gatherings, showers, etc. But it is necessary to schedule such activities 
with the church administrator. You may reach her at 859-2156, or via email at akroncob@dejazzd.com. 
Scheduling does mean that the church administrator has confirmed the time, date, and location of activity. 
Do not think that if you left a message you have then “booked” an event. Make sure the administrator has 
confirmed these things with you. Do note that our administrator hours are from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Mon-
day through Friday. She is very attentive and will get back to you as soon as possible if you leave any mes-
sage. 

Kitchen Reminders 
 

The church kitchen is a heavily-used area of the church.  It is also an area that needs to maintain a cer-
tain quality of cleanliness.  Guidelines are in place to keep the kitchen clean, to maintain food safety 

and to maintain the safety of those using the kitchen.  Many signs are visible in the kitchen with re-

minders on how to operate the equipment, and how to label & date food that is being stored in the re-

frigerators & freezers.  There is a Kitchen Checklist in place to reference when cleaning up after an 

event.  Cabinets, drawers and shelves are labeled for easy reference when trying to locate an item or 
return it to its proper area.   Please refer to these items or ask a member of the Kitchen Committee if 

you have any questions.  Another area of concern is having small children in the kitchen. Due to the 

many hot surfaces, sharp objects and chemicals/detergents being used, we need to adhere to not allow-

ing children in the kitchen.  When we all work together to clean up, place items back in their proper 
place, and label and date food items left in the refrigerator or on the counters, it creates fewer head-

aches.  The next individual or group will appreciate your efforts!  

HELP IS NEEDED 
Many opportunities have been offered to TNT in the Lancaster School District. The schools are looking for 
individuals who could help students with reading and math plus supporting the teachers in the classrooms. 
This would be for both middle and elementary school age students. Also, we have heard of stories of kids 
that do not have any blankets at night and no breakfast in the morning. This of course carries over to the 
classroom with fits of anger and fighting even for elementary school age kids. Columbia school district is 
also opening its doors for volunteers to come in and help with lunch duties or classroom support. Bottom 
line, we need help! We as TNT can not do it all as we only are able to send one person into these schools 
(Christopher Chinchock). If you interested in getting involved by volunteering or want to help with some 
of the needs (such as blankets and food) contact us at 717-381-1688 and leave a message for Christopher.  
TNT Hempfield has really grow over the past couple of weeks, which is awesome! However, we are in 
desperate need of staff, especially male staff. Please pray that we could find volunteers to help. These 
youth are awesome and a blast to hang out with. So if you know of anyone who would be interested, send 
them our way. 717-381-1688 



Please Note: If anyone is interested in helping in the 
Nurseries, please contact Katie Vang, 682-9427.  
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Happy Birthday To You…... Happy Anniversary 

If your anniversary was missed, please contact 
the church office, 859-2156 and we will be 
glad to add it. 

  

March Anniversaries 
   
       14-  Doug and Lillian Gehr 
        16-  Dan and Anita Ellenberger 
         Russell and Ann Morgan 
        18-  Luke and Faith Stauffer 
        20-  Gail & Carole Sensenig 
        24-  Wayne and Nelsa Lutz 
        25-  Ken and Linda Koser 
  26-  David and Dawn Smith 
                     Christian & Deb Snyder  

 
    

If your birthday was missed, please contact the church 
office, 859-2156 and we will be glad to add it. 

March Birthdays 

Those Serving us this Month: 
 
Greeters: 
   3  Randall & Ann Brubaker 
 10  Barb Mertz 
 17  Ken & Linda Koser 
 24  Ed & Terrie Shimp 
 31 Steve & Joyce Strite 
 
Ushers: 
      Charlie Vang & Glenn Weist 
 
 
Jr. Ushers: 
   3  Sr. High 
 10  Jr. High 
 17  Sr. High 
 24  Jr. High 
 31  Sr. High 

           Nursery and Toddler Schedule for  March 2019                                                                                                                     
  Baby                  Toddler 

  3  Jody Diffenderfer & Sharon Steiner     Brian & Gayle Good 
10  Jane & Molly Hoshour                            Burnell & Jen Oberholtzer 
17  Sandy Schlott & Linda Martin               Heather Brubaker & Michelle Stark 
24  Joan Unruh &     Anne Morgan             Bob & Patty Highley 
31  Gail Stauffer & Janice Boyer                 Charlie & Katie Vang 

 
1- Gail Stauffer 
3- Chris Reinard 
      Mitch Fasnacht 
      Pam Goshert       
5-   Ginny Phillips 
6-   Victor Habib 
8-   Christian Snyder 
12- Olivia Good 
 Jen Oberholtzer       
14– Guy Hull 
15- Luke Weber 
16– Robert Mathis 
17- Nancy Weist 
       Kasey Mathis 

18- Mary Weaver        
19- Keith Mertz 
 Caitlyn Ackley 
 Katie Heck 
      Nicole Diffenderfer 
22- Bob Highley 
       Nelsa Lutz 
 Bianca Rose Vang 
23- Corbin Hoover 
24- Charlie Vang 
26- Dennis Hantraft 
28- Andrea Risser 
 Gwen Jones  
31- Erma Martin 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 
 
6:30—7:30 pm 
Ephrata Soccer 
 
6:30—8:30 pm 
Women’s Study 

5 
12:30 pm Quilting 
 
5:30—8 pm  
Youth Pancake 
Fundraiser 

 

6 
7:30 am Basketball  
 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

7 
9—10:30 am MIP 
10 am Bible Study 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
5:45—8:30  
Handi*V 

8 

 
 
6—10 pm   
Youth Group Movie 
Theater Night 

9 
8:30 am—5 pm 
Friendship Com-
munity 

10 
10:00 am 
Re-Creation 
6—7:30 In the 
Beginning Study 
6—8:00 pm  
Youth Group 

11 
 
 
6:30—7:30 pm 
Ephrata Soccer 

12 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 

 
7 pm TNT 

13 
7:30 am Basketball  
 
9 am—4:30 pm 
Friendly Circle 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

14 
10 am Bible Study 
 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
 
7:00 pm Basketball 

15 16 
  
8:30—2:00 pm 
Vintage Market 

17 
 
 
4—8:00 pm Youth 
Sky Zone Trip 

18 
6:30—7:30 pm 
Ephrata Soccer 

 
7:00 pm Board 
Meeting 

19 
 
12:30 pm Quilting 

 
7 pm TNT 

20 
7:30 am Basketball  
 
4—10 pm Friend-
ship Community 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

21 

9—10:30 am MIP  
10 am Bible Study 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
6 p Commun Meal 
7:00 pm Basketball 

22 23 

24 
 
6—7:30 In the 
Beginning Study 
 
6—8:00 pm  
Youth Group 

25 
 
 
6:30—7:30 pm 
Ephrata Soccer 

26 
8:30 am—5 pm 
Friendship Commu-
nity 
12:30 pm Quilting 
 
7 pm TNT 

27 
7:30 am Basketball  
 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

28 
10 am Bible Study 
 
11:30 am—1 pm 
Bible Adventure 
 
7:00 pm Basketball 

29 30 

31       

March 2019 
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Pillow Case Dresses 

Check out the dress of the week  
under the mailboxes in the Gathering Area 

Materials needed are white thread and  
any color of lace. 

Brenda Brown makes the dresses and sends them to many 
different countries through missionaries 

 
Since there are many people in the church who put puzzles together, we are going 
to have an area for puzzles in the library.  If you would like to donate any that you 
are no longer keeping, just add them to the shelf where there are already a few.   If 
you borrow one and discover that a piece is missing, please discard the puzzle.   

Volunteers are needed for Bible Adventure program (formerly called Released Time) held on 
Thursdays from 11:30 am—1:30 pm.  Children from Akron Elementary come at noon—1:00 
pm to have music, Bible study, prayer and Bible memory time.  This program starts on October 
4th and goes to April 11th.  Volunteers help elementary students look up verses and assist them 
with lunch (students bring their packed lunch) and Bible memory.                                                      
  Contact:  Jewel Horst, (717) 598-7832 

 Annual ANE District 55 Plus Spring Luncheon,  

March 27th ~ 12 noon, Middle Creek CoB.  $16.50 per person.   

The deadline to register is Sunday, March 10th.   

See flyer and sign-up sheet in Gathering Area.   

At the time of signing up, please give your check made out to Akron CoB to Bev Miller 

COBYS Story Time Banquet.   

Thursday, March 14 at Middle Creek CoB.   

Two seatings—one at noon and the other at 6:30 pm.   

Registration brochures and information are in the Gathering Area.   

Reservation deadline is March 4.   

Online registration is available:  www.cobys.org/banquet  

http://www.cobys.org/banquet
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How can we help?  Change For a Dollar. 
Does it seem that so many people just need a little help in life? 
Or how people struggle with having more days than dollars at the end of the month in the pay check? 
And we seem to come across neighbors or co-workers or family members who struggle and just need a little bit 
to get past some hurdles of life. 
Well, a suggestion was given to the Church Board to adopt a new ministry, Change For A Dollar.  This minis-
try has the simple principle of “offering a cup of water to the thirsty.”  Here is how this ministry  works: 
 

1. Each Sunday during a moment of worship we will be taking a special offering.  Everyone will be invit-
ed to get up from their seat (if able) and place $1.00 (one dollar) in a specifically marked offering plate.    

2. It must only be $1.00, any other money will go into the General Church Fund. 
3. After the service, this money will be collected and a designated person will see that a need is met. 
4. The need that is met must be recommended by someone within the church. 
5. Needs will be unquestioned but responded to based on urgency of need. 
6. The recipient of the need is to be someone that is not from the church (people of the church who are 

confronted with a need are cared for through the Deacon ministry.) 
7. The person recommending the need is to be involved in representing the church’s response in some 

suggested way. 
8. We will try to be as confidential as possible. 
9. There is a small team of church members overseeing this ministry. 

Check out….our vehicles of communication… 
Getting information out to everyone is very important, and we use a lot of  resources,       
however, it is up to you to access those resources!!! 
Check the Web site for announcements & current newsletters, as well as previous sermons. 
    The newsletter comes out monthly full of information. 
    On Facebook, there are postings of up-coming events-go ahead and friend us. 
    And the bulletin is filled with times and dates of activities.  

 Gym use:  If you desire to use the gym, please be sure to contact the church office 

     The gym gets used very hard—that is a good thing. Because of that, we all have to obey some simple       
 rules: 

1. Whatever we get out to use, we need to put away where we got it: Balls put back in boxes, or racks, tables 
and chairs put away neatly.  Please do not just throw balls in the closet—put them where they belong 

2. The floor should be dry mopped after use (the mop is in the closet) 

3. If you are hosting a get together with food, please take the trash out to the dumpster 

4. Close the window covers when playing sports to protect the windows 

5. Children should not get kick balls & basketballs out when people are gathered for safety reasons 

6. A Simple rule—leave things better than you found them!!!   

      It reflects our love and concern for our neighbor, the next person to use the gym 



Page  8 

Online Giving 
If you would like to give your offering online, go to our website:  
www.akronpacob.org  Click on “Give” at the top of the home page.  Fill out the 
amount and frequency under Donation Information.  If you are using an account, 
you will have clicked on “Log in.”  If you want to create one, click on “Register.”  
There is also a box for “Comments.”  It’s self explanatory and very easy to use.  It 
is a secure site. 

 
PRAYER is a POWERFUL thing! 

If you would like to be a part of our Prayer Chain, please contact Sharon Steiner. You 
can either be on our email list or the phone list. If you have a request, you can contact 
the church (10am—2pm) or Sharon directly. Either way, we will try to get the request 
started as soon as possible. If you are already on our Prayer Chain, please remember 

to check your email regularly so that we have a powerful presence for whoever is ask-
ing for prayer.  

The church is looking for people to be greeters on a Sunday morning.  If you are inter-
ested, let the church office know!   A greeter is typically scheduled once a month to 
once every 6 weeks.   As a greeter, one needs to be here by 8:45 am to greet people for 
Sunday School, and then by 9:40 to greet church attenders.  This ministry is important 
to the atmosphere of the worship, as it is the first thing a person participates in as they 
come to worship...to be welcomed.  Thank you 

Join us for the fifteenth annual                                        

Sportsmen’s Outreach Banquet                                           

Boots on the Ground ~ Hunting for White Tails                                   

Guest Speaker:  Steve Sorensen                                                                            

Thursday, March 7th or Friday, March 8th                                                            

Yoder’s Restaurant, New Holland                                                                          

Great Door Prizes!                                                                                          

Doors open at 5:00 pm for viewing displays                                                        

Dinner at 6:15 pm                                                                                           

Tickets ~ $25 ~ can be purchased from Bob Highley or Ben Jones                      
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You may recall hearing of or being involved with a planning/visioning session that Board held instead of 
the February (2018) meeting. There was a lot of good information collected along with some valuable con-
structive criticism. There seemed to be room for improvement in all areas – general membership and par-
ticipation, music and worship, outreach, Sunday School, and leadership. As we were moving forward with 
evaluating and planning from that information, it was all put on hold. I am sure that you know what hap-
pened from there.  
 
We, as a Board, found that there were many things that were taken for granted. And, truthfully, we are 
still finding things that Tom did as part of his routine that now need to be taken care of. I believe that we 
are better for it though. One consequence of the “progression over time” that happens with such a long 
tenure is that we really do not realize how little things add up. But they do and they certainly did for us. 
Part of our evaluation of that has been to put things back where they belong. There is a defined structure 
of Commissions and reporting that we already have. We just need to remember to use it. 
 
This year will be another year of change. But as we transition to the leadership of our new pastor, we also 
need to be mindful that changing one person may not directly change what we found from that planning 
session. You can expect that we will keep coming back to that for a reality check. And Board will revisit 
those findings with the Commissions. This is a great opportunity for us as a body of Christ to work with the 
pastor instead of letting the pastor do all of the work.  
 
Tim Cahill 
Moderator, ACOB  
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Attention single ladies of Akron CoB, there is a new group just for 
you. We are meeting on the first Monday of each month at 6:30 pm 
in the Youth Room. We will spend the time getting acquainted and 
beginning a book study. We will be studying “He Walks with Me” by 
Warren Wiersbe. Contact Nancy Fittery with any questions you may 
have. Hope to see you there! This group is for any single ladies you 
may know, so invite your friends. 

ANE District Women’s Fellowship Spring Luncheon 

 

Donna Parcell on “Seeing Faith Through the Eyes of Hope” 

Saturday, March 2 ~ 9:30 am—2:30 pm 

Lititz CoB, 300 West Orange St 

$8 per person. Registration deadline: February 20 

Register online:  www.ane-cob.org 

or sign-up in Gathering Area and give your check made out 

to Akron CoB to Bev Miller 

Contact: Karen Hacket, 302-998-6449 for more information 

Childcare provided; Flyer in Gathering Area 

           Nursery and Toddler Schedule for  April 2019                                                                                                                     
             Baby                       Toddler   

7      Jody Diffenderfer & June Achenbach                 Ben & Gwen Jones 
14    Charlie & Katie Vang                                             Steve & Andrea Risser 
21    Sandy Schlott & Anita Ellenberger                      Nick & Lindsay Korom                    
28    Joan Unruh &  Sharon Steiner                              Jane & Molly Hoshour 

http://www.ane-cob.org
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