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Church Office Hours

Pastor Dennis Garrison:
9:00 am - 4:30 pm
Monday and Wednesday

Associate Pastor
Chris Reinford

8:00 am - 3:00 pm
Monday - Thursday
Tuesday 9 am - 4 pm

Pastor Doug Gehr
Thursday & Friday
8:30 am - 12:30pm
717-875-6652

Admin. Bonnie Hookey
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Friday

Pastor’s study phone
717-859-2658

OFFICE PHONE
717-859-2156

Web Site:
www.akronpacob.org

Pastor’'s Page

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.”
Revelation 21:6

[ can hardly believe that another year is about to end and 2019 will soon be
upon us. Why is it that time seems to pass more quickly as [ age? I cannot
explain it but I am certain someone pressed the accelerator button on the
cosmic clock!

[ have never been one who paid much attention to New Year’s Resolutions.
Perhaps I have too many things [ need to correct in my life to begin listing
them all. Or maybe I just don’t want to be reminded in twelve months of how
[ failed to keep my commitments. Whatever the reason may be, [ just don’t
engage in this annual activity.

Having said that, I do tend to use the New Year as an opportunity to take in-
ventory of life. January is appropriately named after the Roman deity named
Janus. Janus, you may recall, was a two-faced image, with one face looking
backward and one face looking forward. Janus was a peculiar god believed
to watch over those who pass through the archways and passageways lead-
ing into and out of cities or structures. I guess it is fitting, therefore, that we
look both to the year past and the year ahead as we approach January.

2018 has been an interesting year. In the life of our congregation, we saw
the resignation of our pastor, the development of our ministries, and numer-
ous decisions - both good and not so good, that shaped our life together. The
political scene has been entertaining if not, at times, disturbing as we have
witnessed an increased polarization of views and strategies that left un-
checked could result in serious problems for the future of our nation. The
stock market has been about as volatile as it has ever been since the days of
the Great Depression. The forces of nature continue to threaten both our
lives and our economy as climate changes accelerate and politicians continue
to sell out to special interest groups rather than deal effectively with the im-
posing threats.

Continued on page 2
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MISSIONS

Monthly Food Bank

For the month of November, we col-
lected 13 boxes of instant potatoes, 14
boxes of pancake mix, 12 bottles of pan-
cake syrup, 11 boxes of tissues and many
other different types of food products
which were sent to the Ephrata Area So-
cial Services. Thank you for your dona-
tions.

During the month of January, the

Witness Commission is collecting canned
fruit, bottles of juice, toothbrushes and
toothpaste. They can be brought to the
church any time during the month of Jan-
uary. There is a gray, plastic tub in the
Gathering Area underneath the mail box-
es for donated food items and a smaller
tub for scented items to be sent to the
Ephrata Area Social Services. Thank you
for your donations.

Continued from page 1......

Yet, through all of this, | am reminded of the words of
Jesus as quoted above. “I AM the Alpha and the Ome-
ga!” What comfort it is to know that Jesus is the Begin-
ning and the End of history. The future is in his hands!
2019 promises to be a year of purpose and success
even in the midst of the chaos that surrounds us. Jesus
is the anchor that holds us securely in place. As we
recommit ourselves to Him, we can be assured that we
will find meaning and strength in the days ahead.
Nothing can thwart the Will of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord!

For this reason I look forward to the coming year and
all that it entails. I pray that 2019 will bring peace and
joy to you and your loved ones as we continue to serve
and to trust in Jesus Christ.

Doug Gehr

Dresses for Haiti
Materials needed: pillowcases of any size, scraps
of lace, pieces of elastic and white thread. Please

place in plastic quilters basket in corner of Gathering

Area under the mailboxes.
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Kitchen Reminders

The church kitchen is a heavily-used area of the church. It is also an area that needs to maintain a cer-
tain quality of cleanliness. Guidelines are in place to keep the kitchen clean, to maintain food safety
and to maintain the safety of those using the kitchen. Many signs are visible in the kitchen with re-
minders on how to operate the equipment, and how to label & date food that is being stored in the re-
frigerators & freezers. There is a Kitchen Checklist in place to reference when cleaning up after an
event. Cabinets, drawers and shelves are labeled for easy reference when trying to locate an item or
return it to its proper area. Please refer to these items or ask a member of the Kitchen Committee if
you have any questions. Another area of concern is having small children in the kitchen. Due to the
many hot surfaces, sharp objects and chemicals/detergents being used, we need to adhere to not allow-
ing children in the kitchen. When we all work together to clean up, place items back in their proper
place, and label and date food items left in the refrigerator or on the counters, it creates fewer head-
aches. The next individual or group will appreciate your efforts!

LAVAAAAAYAARAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAN
New Year's Eve Family Night

Akron's 2018 Shoe-In, Broad St Park
Monday, December 31st ~ 9 pm—12:15 am
Free food, Bonfire, DJ, Hayrides, Shoe Drop
ER R R R R R R R R R R 2 R b 2 R R R 2 b R e
Shoe Collection
New or gently-used shoes can be brought to the event
See flyer in Gathering Area
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Scheduling of the church for extra activities:

As a member and regular attendee of the church, you are welcome to use the facilities for appropriate activi-
ties such as birthday parties, family gatherings, showers, etc. But it is necessary to schedule such activities
with the church administrator. You may reach her at 859-2156, or via email at akroncob@dejazzd.com.
Scheduling does mean that the church administrator has confirmed the time, date, and location of activity.
Do not think that if you left a message you have then “booked” an event. Make sure the administrator has

confirmed these things with you. Do note that our administrator hours are from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Mon-
day through Friday. She is very attentive and will get back to you as soon as possible if you leave any mes-
sage.
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Happy Birthday To You......
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January Birthdays

2-  Shirley Walker

3-  Victor Habib

4- Jessica Ross

5- Dave DeChristopher
Jeff Sweigart

6- Alan Jones

7- Barb Bouder

8- Wheeler Walker, Jr.
Jacob Weber
Wanda Lesher

10- Amanda Cooper

Dave Deamer

Katherina Dubiansky
Joshua Christian Rose
Cleo Weaver

Lori Haldeman

Jason Peter DeChristopher
Clarence Martin

Mckenzie Grace Ross

17- Karl Heiser, Jr.

Clint Martin
Mike Foltz

18- Kay Brandt
20- Randall Brubaker

Colby Austin Weaver

21- Ron Cammauf
22- Brian Brubaker

Paul Lausch

24- Kole Matthew Gerhart
25- Anna Mae Risser
26- Jeremy Haldeman

Rebecca Zimmerman

27 - Jessica Lesher
29- Beverly Flickinger
30- Karleigh Deamer

Westin Deamer

31- Gerry Hibshman

If your birthday was missed, please contact the church
office, 859-2156 and we will be glad to add it.

January Anniversaries

1- Guy and Betty Lou Hull
11- Eric and Sarah Auker
22-Sid and June Achenbach

If your anniversary was missed, please contact
the church office, 859-2156 and we will be
glad to add it.

Those Serving us this Month:

6 Jody Diffenderfer & Linda Martin

OOOAOU AT A 41 AAT A0 3AEAAOQI A Raglafh& Ana Brgbahes ¢ ¢

Baby

13 Burnell & Jen Oberholtzer
20 Sandy Schlott & Anne Morgan
27 Sharon Steiner & Gail Stauffer

Please Note: If anyone is interested in helping in the

Toddler

Joan Unruh & Janice Boyer

Greeters:

Tt w
13 Barb Mertz Cme
20 Ken & Linda Koser
27 Ed & Terrie Shimp

Heather Brubaker & Michelle Stark

Bob & Patty Highley
Brian & Gayle Good

Nurseries, please contact Katie Vang, 682-9427.

Ushers:
Nick Korom & Ken Koser

Jr. Ushers:
6 Sr. High
13 Jr. High
20 Sr. High
27 Jr. High
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January 2019

Sun Mo n Tue We d Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
7:30 am Basketb| 99 10:30 am MIP
10 am Bible Stud
11:30 adl pm
Bible Adventure
5:4% 8:30
7:30 pm Choir | Handi*Vangelisn
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Pew Communion 7:30 am Basketb| 10 am Bible Stug
12:30 pm Quilting 11:30 adl pm
6:3® 7:30 pm Bible Adventure
Youth Service Ephrata Soccer 7 TNT
Project pm 7:30 pm Choir | 7:00 pm Basketh
6:3@ 8:30 pm
Wo menos
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
7:30 am Basketb| 99 10:30 am MIP
) - 8:30 ad 5 pm 8: 30 am
12:30 pm Quilting 10 am Bible Stud Friendship Com-| Breakfast ~ Lititz
munity Family Cupboard
63 8 pm 7 pm TNT | 1130 adl pm
Youth Group 6:3® 7:30 pm 7:30 pm Choir | Bible Adventure
Ephrata Soccer
7:00 pm Basketh
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
7:30 am Basketb| 10 am Bible Stuq 8:30 ard 12:30
Deacon Installati ) - pm Bible Adven;
12:30 pm Quilting 45 10 pm Friend| 11:30 amlpm |t ure Lea
16 8 pm ship Community | Bible Adventure | ing
Snow Tubing Da 7 pm TNT
@ Ski Roundup | .35 7:30 pm 7:00 pm Basketh
Ephrata Soccer 7:30 pm Choir
27 28 29 30 31
7:30 am Basketb| 10 am Bible Stud

3:00 pm Minister
of Music

60 8 pm
Youth Group

Ephrata Soccer

7:00 pm Board
Meeting

7 pm TNT

7:30 pm Choir

Bible Adventure

7:00 pm Basketh

Wo me

ain-
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Since there are many people in the church who put puzzles together, we are going
to have an area for puzzles in the library. If you would like to donate any that you
are no longer keeping, just add them to the shelf where there are already a few. If
you borrow one and discover that a piece is missing, please discard the puzzle.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

: Volunteers are needed for Bible Adventure program (formerly called Released Time) held on

: Thursdays from 11:30 am—21 : Bnf) Children from Akron Elementary come at noon—1 : 0 E)
: pm to have music, Bible study, prayer and Bible memory time. This program starts on October :
4th and goes to Aprll 11th. Volunteers help elementary students look up verses and assist them : :
: with lunch (students bring their packed lunch) and Bible memory.

: Contact: Jewel Horst, (717) 598-7832

OO0OOAOU AT A 41 AAT AO 3AEAAOI A &l O
Baby Toddler

3 Jody Diffenderfer & Anita Ellenberger Nick & Lindsay Korom

10 Charlie & Katie Vang Jane & Molly Hoshour
17 Sandy Schlott & June Achenbach Ben & Gwen Jones
24 Janice Boyer & Gail Stauffer Steve & Andrea Risser

We are asking teachers of Sunday school classes to close their doors when
classes are not in session, they should be locked. This is a safety precaution pre-
j venting children from wondering where they should not go and to make sure your
1 supplies do not 'walk' away. :
| Parents, it is also important to realize there are multiple events going on at |

Itimes in the church simultaneously and people coming in and out of the building |
I'randomly. So, your children should always be in your watchful care when youl

|
 are here. :

&AAO
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Check out....our vehicles of communication...
Getting information out to everyone is very important, and we use a lot of resources,
however, it is up to you to access those resources!!!
Check the Web site for announcements & current newsletters, as well as previous sermons.
The newsletter comes out monthly full of information.
On Facebook, there are postings of up-coming events-go ahead and friend us.
And the bulletin is filled with times and dates of activities.

Gym use: If you desire to use the gym, please be sure to contact the church office

The gym gets used very hard—that is a good thing. Because of that, we all have to obey some simple
rules:

1. Whatever we get out to use, we need to put away where we got it: Balls put back in boxes, or racks, tables
and chairs put away neatly. Please do not just throw balls in the closet—put them where they belong

The floor should be dry mopped after use (the mop is in the closet)

If you are hosting a get together with food, please take the trash out to the dumpster

S

Close the window covers when playing sports to protect the windows

9]

Children should not get kick balls & basketballs out when people are gathered for safety reasons
6.A Si mpdleeawd et hings better than you found t hem!

It reflects our love and concern for our neighbor, the next person to use the gym

How can we help? Change For a Dollar.

Does it seem that so many people just need a little help in life?

Or how people struggle with having more days than dollars at the end of the month in the pay check?

And we seem to come across neighbors or co-workers or family members who struggle and just need a little bit
to get past some hurdles of life.

Well, a suggestion was given to the Church Board to adopt a new ministry, Change For A Dollar. This minis-
try has the simple principle of floffering a cup of water to the thirsty.0 Here is how this ministry works:

1. Each Sunday during a moment of worship we will be taking a special offering. Everyone will be invit-
ed to get up from their seat (if able) and place $1.00 (one dollar) in a specifically marked offering plate.
It must only be $1.00, any other money will go into the General Church Fund.

After the service, this money will be collected and a designated person will see that a need is met.

The need that is met must be recommended by someone within the church.

Needs will be unquestioned but responded to based on urgency of need.

The recipient of the need is to be someone that is not from the church (people of the church who are
confronted with a need are cared for through the Deacon ministry.)

7. The person recommending the need is to be involved in representing the church® response in some
suggested way.

We will try to be as confidential as possible.

There is a small team of church members overseeing this ministry.

S e

RS
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§ Online Giving §
a If you would like to give your offering online, go to our website: 3
N www.akronpacob.org Click on AGive0 at the top of the home page. Fill out the
amount and frequency under Donation Information. If you are using an account,
% you will have clicked on fiLog in.0 If you want to create one, click on fiRegister.0%,
*\ There is also a box for AComments.O It& self explanatory and very easy to use. It *x
is a secure site. N

N
A A R T T I I U A U R N R AR NRNRRRRNRNNRNNN

The church is looking for people to be greeters on a Sunday morning. If you are inter-
ested, let the church office know! A greeter is typically scheduled once a month to
once every 6 weeks. As a greeter, one needs to be here by 8:45 am to greet people for
Sunday School, and then by 9:40 to greet church attenders. This ministry is important
to the atmosphere of the worship, as it is the first thing a person participates in as they
come to worship...to be welcomed. Thank you

PRAYER is a POWERFUL thing!
If you would like to be a part of our Prayer Chain, please contact Sharon Steiner. You
can either be on our email list or the phone list. If you have a request, you can contact
the church (10am—2pm) or Sharon directly. Either way, we will try to get the request
started as soon as possible. If you are already on our Prayer Chain, please remember
to check your email regularly so that we have a powerful presence for whoever is ask-
ing for prayer.




Page 9

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday — January 20, 2019

On January 13, 1984, President Ronald Reagan issued a procla-
mation designating January 22 as the first National Sanctity of Hu-
man Life Day. (January 22, 1973, was the day the U.S Supreme
Court legalized abortion-on-demand in all fifty states.) Churches
across the country use the day to celebrate God& gift of life, com-
memorate the many lives lost to abortion, and commit themselves to
protecting human life at every stage.

As one of many ways to celebrate the sanctity of human life, the
Witness Commission is challenging everyone to participate in the
Baby Bottle Boomerang campaign to benefit the ministry of Sus-
quehanna Valley Pregnancy Services. SVPS exists to share the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ and uphold the sacredness of human life through
sexual integrity education, unplanned pregnancy intervention and
post-abortion restoration. Their administrative office is located in
Lebanon. The nearest SVPS facility is located in Ephrata on 112
West Main Street.

On January 20, the Witness Commission will have the baby bot-

tles available for you to pick up in the Gathering Area. Please return
to the Gathering Area your baby bottle filled with coins or check by
February 10, 2019. Your donation and support to uphold the sacred-
ness of life will give further testimony of your love for God who
created each one of us. If you have questions, please see any mem-
ber of the Witness Commission.
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Community Meal

The Witness Commission would like to thank everyone who helped in any
way for the serving of the community meal held Thursday evening, November
29" at the First United Methodist Church in downtown Ephrata. We served 105
people a meal consisting of chicken pot pie, pepper cabbage, applesauce, rolls,
cake and drinks. It was a great blessing to be able to serve many people who ar-
rived for the meal. We would like to extend a very big fiThank youOto the fol-
lowing people who helped serve the meal:

Ronald Bell Cheryl Cross George Wolf
Janet Bell Rita Mumma Mary Keech
Ann Brubaker Randall Brubaker Allan Jones
Jo Jones Ezekiel Jones Lydia Jones
Anita Ellenberger Dan Ellenberger Phyllis Wolf
Kim Cooper Kole Gerhart Linda Roether

We have just finished serving the community meals for the past 4 years. We are
very blessed with a great group of volunteers who are willing to serve. We are
now entering our fifth year with another opportunity to serve our seventeenth
community meal on Thursday, March 21, 2019. More information will be pro-
vided at a later time. Witness Commission
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