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Pastor’s Page 

          As we embark into the days of summer, I am coming to the writing of my last news-
letter for the cover of the Akron View!  And I do so with much reflection from over the 
nearly 17 years of serving and enjoying the station in which God has called me.  What a pure 
delight as I reflect back to some of the amazing things that I have been able to witness in 
God's people.  To watch Sammy Risser grow up, I always remind Sam that he was the first 
baby I dedicated in worship.  Or the other day as I was teaching Sunday school class and to 
realize how many of the people in the class I had the honor of marrying.  Then also the joy 
of being able to teach Bob Highley how to fish, it was not easy!   The many tears and many 
more laughs, and the great amount of prayers, together we saw the moving of the Hand of 
God in our midst and are in awe. 
       
 Now to also share a teachable moment.  One of the most colorful people of the con-
gregation who I had the great pleasure of spending time with was Carl Schlott.   Carl was a 
handy man here at the church while we were in the midst of construction.  He would take on 
many different kinds of jobs, because he was the master of many abilities.  And Carl had a 
pattern to his work.  He would work for awhile and then decide it was time for "a 'T'".   That 
meant to go to Turkey Hill and get an iced tea.  And he would come back to my office and 
sit and chat for a few minutes while he drank his "T”. And he would always look at the ceil-
ing behind my desk right where the wall meets the ceiling where there was this piece of trim.  
A piece that somehow never got painted.  This would bother Carl to no end.  To him it 
looked unfinished, and he would ask me..."Don't you care?"    It was important to Carl that 
things looked right, particularly in construction.  I actually have not painted that strip for all 
these years just to have Carl's words ring in my ears.   "Don't you care" 
      
  I share that as a reminder, the building is not the church, and in fact we would need 
to be careful to not make it so, that can border on idolatry.  However, the church as a build-
ing can be an amazing tool of God to help people find their way to God.    The house of wor-
ship often reflects those who worship there.   Presently, the building is decorated for the fun 
of VBS, why because worshipping God is fun!   The church should be clean and organized, 
and well cared for because God is a God not of confusion but of peace (1 Cor 14;33).  This 
does not mean things will not happen, kids will run in the church and things will get broken, 
that is a sign of a church filled with life.   The church should be friendly and inviting, and 
cheerful, a place where people want to go.  Life can be hard, church is to offer hope into this 
hard life, the place of meeting should appear hopeful.  The church should also be careful 
never, ever to appear that it has lost its first love.   Jesus needs to be front and center in eve-
rything.  I remember when we put the new steeple on the church, I asked if we could put a 
cross on the top, the previous steeple did not have one.  It is important that people know 
what you believe.   That this is a place that loves Jesus, and out of that love, we love all oth-
ers.   The church is a place to be used for the Gospel to be served and shared, and a place to 
rejoice in that Gospel, and to give instruction to further the Good News.    
 
Let your church building reflect the greatness of the people who are filled with the greatness 
of the Holy Spirit.   
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MISSIONS 

Monthly Food Bank 
          

During the month of May, we col-
lected 18 boxes of spaghetti, 11 jars 
of spaghetti sauce, 7 packs of dia-
pers, 17 bars of soap and other food 
items which were delivered to the 
Ephrata Area Social Services.  
           During the month of July, we 

will be collecting boxes of cereal, 

canned fruit, toothpaste and tooth-

brushes. They can be brought to the 

church any time during the month 

of July. There is a gray, plastic tub 

and a separate one for scented 

items in the Gathering Area under-

neath the mailboxes for donated 

items to the Ephrata Area Social 

Services. Thank you for your dona-

tions.  

. 

 
As of June 17 2018, we have re-

ceived $159,063 in offerings.  
Our budget for 2018 is:  

$339,900 

Annual Conference 
The 2018 Annual Conference is in Cincinnati, Ohio from July 4th to 
the 8th.   Luke Stauffer and Pastor Tom are our delegates this 
year.  Keep the Conference in your prayers. 
 
 
 
SUMMER!!! 
It is so good to enjoy the warmth of summer, and to shed the jack-

ets and long pants...However, it is good to be modest. We are to 

dress in a way the does not cause distraction.  After all, in church, 

we are not the attraction.  We want people to see Jesus.   This is 

also true outside the church as well.  Modesty is a Godly policy.    

 
 
Church Picnic, Sunday, July 29 at Woodcrest Retreat ~ Oak Shade Pavilion.  
Main meal of hamburgers & hotdogs is provided.  Families are asked to bring 
1 cold dish & 1 hot dish.  Singles please bring 1 dish.  Drinks are also needed 
to share.  Please bring your own place settings (cups, plates, utensils) and table 
covers if you want to use one.  Sign-up sheet in Gathering Area for number 
coming and food you’re bringing, and there is a sign-up sheet for swimming 
pool tickets.  The pool is open from 1—6:30 pm.  The water slide is available 
from 3:30—4:30 pm.  Dinner is at 5:30 pm.  For questions, see Kenny Heiser 
or Corbin Hoover. 
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Scheduling of the church for extra activities:                                                                                                                           

As a member and regular attendee of the church, you are welcome to use the facilities for appropriate activi-
ties such as birthday parties, family gatherings, showers, etc. But it is necessary to schedule such activities 
with the church administrator. You may reach her at 859-2156, or via email at akroncob@dejazzd.com. 
Scheduling does mean that the church administrator has confirmed the time, date, and location of activity. 
Do not think that if you left a message you have then “booked” an event. Make sure the administrator has 
confirmed these things with you. Do note that our administrator hours are from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Mon-
day through Friday. She is very attentive and will get back to you as soon as possible if you leave any mes-
sage. 

Kitchen Reminders 
 

The church kitchen is a heavily-used area of the church.  It is also an area that needs to maintain a cer-
tain quality of cleanliness.  Guidelines are in place to keep the kitchen clean, to maintain food safety 

and to maintain the safety of those using the kitchen.  Many signs are visible in the kitchen with re-

minders on how to operate the equipment, and how to label & date food that is being stored in the re-

frigerators & freezers.  There is a Kitchen Checklist in place to reference when cleaning up after an 

event.  Cabinets, drawers and shelves are labeled for easy reference when trying to locate an item or 
return it to its proper area.   Please refer to these items or ask a member of the Kitchen Committee if 

you have any questions.  Another area of concern is having small children in the kitchen. Due to the 

many hot surfaces, sharp objects and chemicals/detergents being used, we need to adhere to not allow-

ing children in the kitchen.  When we all work together to clean up, place items back in their proper 
place, and label and date food items left in the refrigerator or on the counters, it creates fewer head-

aches.  The next individual or group will appreciate your efforts!  

           Nursery and Toddler Schedule for August 2018  

BABY                                                    TODDLER                                                                                                                    

5             Jody Diffenderfer & Anne Morgan        Steve & Andrea Risser 
12           Charlie & Katie Vang                                Michelle Stark & Sarah Auker 
19           Sandy Schlott & Gail Stauffer                 Joan Unruh & Anita Ellenberger 
26           Jane & Molly Hoshour                             Brian & Gayle Good 



Please Note: If anyone is interested in helping in the 
Nurseries, please contact Katie Vang, 682-9427.  

 
Page  4                         The Akron View 

Happy Birthday To You…... Happy Anniversary 

If your anniversary was missed, please contact 
the church office, 859-2156 and we will be 
glad to add it. 

  

July Anniversaries 
   
    
        5-  Mike & Jennifer Cahill 
      7-  Ron & Janet Bell 
  26-  Scott & LuAnn Fisher 
  30-  Jason & Natalie Hafer 

If your birthday was missed, please contact the church 
office, 859-2156 and we will be glad to add it. 

           Nursery and Toddler Schedule for  July 2018                                                                                                                     
  Baby                     Toddler 

July Birthdays 

Those Serving us this Month: 
 
Greeters: 
1    Randall & Ann Brubaker 
8    Barb Mertz 
15  Ken & Linda Koser 
22  Ed & Terrie Shimp 
29  Steve & Joyce Strite 
 
Ushers: 
Charlie Vang & Glenn Weist 
 
Jr. Ushers: 
 1  Sr. High 
 8  Jr. High 
15  Sr. High 
22  Jr. High 
29 Sr. High 

1- Ray Cross  
3- Sandy Weber 
 Mark DeChristopher 
4- Kim Cooper 
5-    Don Rock 
6- Sid Achenbach 
7- Cambrie Kagan 
       Rosanne Wiest 
       Chelsea Reinford 
8- Samuel Risser 
 Delores Adams 
       Amanda Oberholtzer 
10- Briana Joy Huhn 
 Janice Boyer 
13- Pam Steere        
       Ruth Ann Troy 
       Phyllis Wolf 
14-  Greg Leisey 

16- Andy Miller         
17- Mary Carol Parnell  
 Michelle Stark 
 Carol Bomberger  
18- Chad Moore 
        Jim Brandt      
21- Clint Garman 
 Daniel Good 
22- Lloyd Sauder 
23- James Lausch 
 Heather Wolf 
 Jennifer Murphy 
        Lily Korom 
25- Miranda Moore 
28- Carol Garman 
       Benjamin Leisey 
29- Faith Stauffer  
 Matthew  Smith 
30- Anita Ellenberger 

1     Jody Diffenderfer & June Achenbach       Ben & Gwen Jones 
8     Burnell & Jen Oberholtzer                          Charlie & Katie Vang 
15   Sandy Schlott & Gail Stauffer                     Jane & Molly Hoshour 
22   Linda Martin & Sharon Steiner                  Heather Brubaker & Janice Boyer 
29   Nick & Lindsay Korom                                  Bob & Patty Highley 
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 As the summer season is upon us, the church activity level increases.  We are asking teachers of Sun-
day school classes to close their doors when classes are not in session, they should be locked.   This is a safe-
ty precaution preventing children from wondering where they should not go and to make sure your supplies 
do not 'walk' away.  The staff will also keep an eye out on things. 
        Parents, it is also important to realize there are multiple events going on at times in the church simulta-

neously and people coming in and out of the building randomly.  So, your children should always be in your 

watchful care when you are here. 

National Youth Conference (NYC), which started in 1954, is one of the largest gatherings of 
Brethren in the United States. It brings youth and advisors from across the country, and some 
from other countries, to Fort Collins, Colorado, for a week-long experience unlike anything else. 
Each day there is worship, small groups, service projects, hiking, recreation, free time, and so 
much more. As like-minded Christians and loving Brethren, we come together to deepen our faith, 
ask meaningful questions, and walk with one another as Christ is present in the midst of this inspi-
rational, faith-forming week.  (July 21—28 this year.) 
The National Youth Cabinet chose the theme of “Bound Together: Clothed in Christ” with the idea 
that we, as Christians need to be unified in times of division. In our everyday, ordinary lives we 
need to wear compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience for others like we wear our 
clothes. These are the ideals and characteristics that should bind us together to be united with our 
brothers and sisters—not only within our local communities, congregations, and daily lives, but in 
our global communities as well. 
 
This summer at NYC we are excited to hold service projects on the campus of Colorado State Uni-
versity. This will create a space for youth to really learn about the place where they serve and to 
more intentionally understand why we as a denomination hold service as so valuable. During our 
offering time, we will collect items for clean-up buckets for Brethren Disaster Ministries that will 
later be organized and packed as one of three service projects. This project is one sample of how we 
are bound in community with our brothers and sisters who have been affected by natural disasters, 
and it is our hope that youth will see this first-hand as they pack the buckets.  
As excitement for NYC continually builds, we can see God constantly working in all aspects of the 
planning for the conference, and trust that God will work in those who attend this mountain-top 
event. We can’t wait to see how youth will explore what it means to be “Bound Together: Clothed in 
Christ” and the ways this theme is woven into their lives.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 
 
6:30—8:30 pm 
Youth Group  

2 3 
 
 
6:30 pm Nic Anon 
 
7:00 pm TNT 

4 5 
 
 

6 7 

8 
 
 
 
6—7:30 pm In the 
Beginning Study 

9 10 
Friendly Circle 
Picnic Setup 
 
12:30 pm Quilters 
 
 
 

11 
 
9 am—4:30 pm 
Friendly Circle 

12 
 
10:00 am Bible 
Study 
 
5:00—-7:30 pm 
Friendship Com-
munity 

13 14 

15 
 
Farewell/
Appreciation 
Luncheon 

 
6:30—8:30 pm 
Youth Group  

16 17 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm TNT 

18 
 
4:30 am Friendly 
Circle Subs 

 

19 
9 am—2 pm 
Friendship Com-
munity 
10:00 am Bible 
Study 
6 pm Community 
Meal, Bethany 
UCC, Ephrata 

20 21 
8:30 am Ladies 
Breakfast, Gracie’s 
on West Main, 
Leola 
 
National Youth 
Conference ~ July 
21—28 

22 
 
 
 
6—7:30 pm In the 
Beginning Study 

23 24 
 
 
 
 

25 26 27 28 

29 
 
Church Picnic 

30 31 
 
 
 
7:00 pm TNT 

    

July 2018 

Annual Conference, July 4—8 
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How can we help?  Change For a Dollar. 
Does it seem that so many people just need a little help in life? 
Or how people struggle with having more days than dollars at the end of the month in the pay check? 
And we seem to come across neighbors or co-workers or family members who struggle and just need a little bit 
to get past some hurdles of life. 
Well, a suggestion was given to the Church Board to adopt a new ministry, Change For A Dollar.  This minis-
try has the simple principle of “offering a cup of water to the thirsty.”  Here is how this ministry  works: 
 

1. Each Sunday during a moment of worship we will be taking a special offering.  Everyone will be invit-
ed to get up from their seat (if able) and place $1.00 (one dollar) in a specifically marked offering plate.    

2. It must only be $1.00, any other money will go into the General Church Fund. 
3. After the service, this money will be collected and a designated person will see that a need is met. 
4. The need that is met must be recommended by someone within the church. 
5. Needs will be unquestioned but responded to based on urgency of need. 
6. The recipient of the need is to be someone that is not from the church (people of the church who are 

confronted with a need are cared for through the Deacon ministry.) 
7. The person recommending the need is to be involved in representing the church’s response in some 

suggested way. 
8. We will try to be as confidential as possible. 
9. There is a small team of church members overseeing this ministry. 

Check out….our vehicles of communication… 
Getting information out to everyone is very important, and we use a lot of  resources,       
however, it is up to you to access those resources!!! 
Check the Web site for announcements & current newsletters, as well as previous sermons. 
    The newsletter comes out monthly full of information. 
    On Facebook, there are postings of up-coming events-go ahead and friend us. 
    And the bulletin is filled with times and dates of activities.  

 Gym use:  If you desire to use the gym, please be sure to contact the church office 

     The gym gets used very hard—that is a good thing. Because of that, we all have to obey some simple       
 rules: 

1. Whatever we get out to use, we need to put away where we got it: Balls put back in boxes, or racks, tables 
and chairs put away neatly.  Please do not just throw balls in the closet—put them where they belong 

2. The floor should be dry mopped after use (the mop is in the closet) 

3. If you are hosting a get together with food, please take the trash out to the dumpster 

4. Close the window covers when playing sports to protect the windows 

5. Children should not get kick balls & basketballs out when people are gathered for safety reasons 

6. A Simple rule—leave things better than you found them!!!   

      It reflects our love and concern for our neighbor, the next person to use the gym 
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Online Giving 
If you would like to give your offering online, go to our website:  
www.akronpacob.org  Click on “Give” at the top of the home page.  Fill out the 
amount and frequency under Donation Information.  If you are using an account, 
you will have clicked on “Log in.”  If you want to create one, click on “Register.”  
There is also a box for “Comments.”  It’s self explanatory and very easy to use.  It 
is a secure site. 

HULL Mark note cards for sale ~ 50 cents each.  There is an envelope to 

place money in the side of the box in the Gathering Area.  The proceeds 

will benefit Handi*Vangelism. 

 
PRAYER is a POWERFUL thing! 

If you would like to be a part of our Prayer Chain, please contact Sharon Steiner. You can ei-
ther be on our email list or the phone list. If you have a request, you can contact the church 

(10am—2pm) or Sharon directly. Either way, we will try to get the request started as soon as 
possible. If you are already on our Prayer Chain, please remember to check your email regular-

ly so that we have a powerful presence for whoever is asking for prayer.  

The church is looking for people to be greeters on a Sunday morning.  If you are interested, let the 
church office know!   A greeter is typically scheduled once a month to once every 6 weeks.   As a 
greeter, one needs to be here by 8:45 am to greet people for Sunday School, and then by 9:40 to 
greet church attenders.  This ministry is important to the atmosphere of the worship, as it is the first 
thing a person participates in as they come to worship...to be welcomed.  Thank you 
 

Handi*Vangelism Handi*Camp Staff Needs for Summer, 2018 

Handi*Camp, a Christian camp for children, teens and adults with disabilities, is seeking committed, servant

-hearted Believers to be part of our 2018 summer staff team. Paid and volunteer positions available for those 

ages 16 - older adults. Serve all seven weeks (May 28-July 12); or a shorter term based on your schedule and 

Handi*Camp's needs. Positions available: counselors; Bible teachers; housekeeping/Service Staff; nurses 

(LPN or RN w/ one year  post-grad experience); lead cook, dishwashers & kitchen assistants [select weeks]. 

Training provided and required for select positions. Contact Kyle at krobinson@hvmi.org or call our office 

at 717.859.4777. Full schedule and more info at https://www.hvmi.org/handi-camp.  

mailto:krobinson@hvmi.org
https://www.hvmi.org/handi-camp


2018 Summer Camp Registration and Family Camping Reservations  
 
2018 Summer Camp Registration and Family Camping Reservations are NOW OPEN!  Get more in-
formation and register online at www.campswatara.org.  Check campsite availability and submit a 
reservation request online at www.campswatara.org! 

Registration is NOW OPEN for Camp Swatara's 75th Anniversary Weekend scheduled for August 

3rd-5th!   You won't want to miss the celebration and special activities planned for this big 

event.  Day Only registrations are FREE!  Lodging and packages (lodging and meals) are also 

available for the East Area, West Area, and North Lodge.  Register online (www.campswatara.org) 

or by contacting the camp office (717-933-8510).  See complete Camp Swatara Newsletter in the 
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Community Meal on July 19, 2018  
 
The Witness Commission will be serving a Community meal at Bethany United 

Church of Christ in downtown Ephrata on Thursday, July 19th at 6:00 pm. This will 

be the fifteenth time that we, as a church, will participate in feeding those that come 

from the community for a hot meal and fellowship. Please reserve this date on your 

calendar, for this will be a great opportunity to serve others joyfully in the name of 

Jesus. Sign-up sheets are posted in the Gathering Area for those willing to donate 

and for those interested in helping to prepare and serve the meal. Financial dona-

tions toward the funding of the community meal can be given to Kelly Smith. 

 

Atlantic Northeast District Women’s Fellowship                                                    

48th Annual Camp held August 19—21 at Camp Swatara                                                 

Registration forms and information in Gathering Area                                                    

Registration deadline:  North Lodge campers ~ July 25                                            

All other campers ~ August 1                                                                                                

Contact: Karen Hackett, knk821@comcast.net or 1-302-998-6449 

Dresses for Haiti 
Materials needed:  pillowcases of any size, 

scraps of lace, pieces of elastic.  Please place in 
quilters basket in the Gathering Area 

Contact:  Brenda Brown 

http://campswatara.cmail20.com/t/d-l-otdjutk-oitidjut-yk/
http://campswatara.cmail20.com/t/d-l-otdjutk-oitidjut-yu/
http://campswatara.cmail20.com/t/d-l-otdjutk-oitidjut-jy/
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As the church has grown, the leadership has found an increasing challenge in the leadership 
style and format. The Congregational model would be closest to our government style within 
the Church of the Brethren. The congregation selects the leadership and commission members 
that are in turn tasked with the leadership and discernment. In the case of major decisions, 
those decisions are brought back to the congregation for action based on pre-defined guide-
lines. And this process usually works quite well. Those pre-determined guidelines include a 
constitution, bylaws, and even job descriptions that dictate who has what say about which deci-
sions. As already stated, the one big important note is that these positions are volunteers that 
the congregation has chosen. The members accepting those positions do so as a way to serve 
the church and to share their faith.  
Over time and the growth of the church, this model has also brought some challenges. Deci-
sions are made slowly as they work through the approval process. Discussion at a commission 
meeting leads to a recommendation and discussion at the next board meeting. That leads to a 
proposal and discussion at the next council meeting. If a decision is reached, it is then returned 
to the commission for action.   
Another challenge is that the time that used to be available to serve within the church is now 
being split to other things outside of the church. Work, family, school, or any number of other 
priorities demand that time. So that has led to a more limited pool of volunteers.  
Additionally, as the church has grown, paid staff have been brought on as part of that growth. 
Where and how do those employees fit into the structure? Who should they report to and who 
is given what authority? In the world we live in, what about any legal implications of decisions 
or actions? Do the employees, or leadership, need to be accountable for their actions outside of 
the church as representatives of the church? 
This is a short summary version, but these are some of the things that board is looking to re-
view and, if possible, improve on moving forward. Some steps have already been taken – shift-
ing the nominating to the Deacon body meant a few less positions to fill. There is still a lot of 
work to do. And it is still slow. But the changes the church body is facing provide an excellent 
opportunity to integrate some improvements to become more efficient and more effective. This 
is a great time for the church! 
 
Tim Cahill 
Moderator 



Brethren Village Wheelchair Walks 

Help brighten the days of our Residents by participating in any or all 

of our 2018 walks!  Volunteers are needed to escort and visit with 

Residents as we tour BV’s beautiful campus. 

Time:  10:15—11:30 am                                                             

Where:  Meet at the Welcome Center Lobby                              

When:  June 26, July 24, August 28, September 25 

Please RSVP Ed Rasmuson, Director of Volunteer Services                

717-581-4271 or erasmuson@bv.org  

Brethren Village Golf Tournament                                        

Iron Valley Golf Club                                                           

September 13 

Registration online at:  bv.org/giving/golf or send in 

form. Brochures & forms are in the Gathering Area            

Deadline for registration is August 13. 

THE ANNUAL BRETHREN DISASTER RELIEF AUCTION IS COMING UP                
Friday & Saturday,  September 21-22, 2018                                                               

www.BrethrenAuction.org 

There are lots of ways to support this great cause: Money raised helps with transportation for 
volunteers to get to BDM work sites.  Children's Activities Fri & Sat; Share-A-Meal; Make or 
buy a Theme Basket - Fri eve; Make or buy a Quilt/Wall hanging - Sat; Donate YOUR TIME for 
setup/take down , collecting trash during the day, etc. 

There are forms, info sheets and brochures in the Gathering Area. If you have any questions, please 
see Jody Diffenderfer. 
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